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fLO gets |3Jni form private SawH doaors 

NIC OSIA (R) — Saudi Arabia oo Saturday passed oo 12.6 million riyah 
! £33 mflfion) ofptivne cash ta a to to tbePakztme Liberation 
Organiaatjoa (PLQ), th e S aud i Press Agency raid. It said the amount waa 
the first iiHtilmflnt of do na tion s collected by.fla “ftwplarCoMatttcinr 
me Support of the Pa le st inian . M a ja hcdecu” since die be ginnin g of the 
Islamic calendar year, 45 days ago. The Saocfi government gave the PLO a 
*#*J of more than $1 bQfiou in me 10-year penod np to the start the Gidf 
sparked by Iraq’s 1990 mvason of Kuwait Ithss nnce given notiriw 
to the PLO because of . the group’s rapport for Iraq in the crisis. Official 
figBW« show that the Saadi gor cnu nent ma de rot re ariftanmi of prirotc 
donations to the PLO dumg the previous Islamic calendar, year 
amounting to .about $15 miftinw 
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Syria: US. arms sent to brad t hr eaten Arabs 

DAMASCUS (R) — Syria accused the United States on Saturday of 
supplying Israel with advanced weapons that could only be used agains t 
the Jewish state's Arab neighbours. The official daily Tishrecn, making no 
mention of an Israeli accusation that Syria bad test-launched advanced 
Scud missiles, said Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin returned from Washing- 
ton with more than bOGons of dollars in U.S. loan guarantees. “It is 
natural that the weapons deal and the revival of the strategic alliance 
between Washington and Td Aviv evoked outrage and deep concern 
among Arabs,” it said. "The strategic alliance could not be (Greeted 
against any ride but Arabs. The American weapons would be used in 
aggmrions against Arab countries.” Israeli Deputy Defence Minister 
Mordechai Gur said on Thursday that Syria, which is negotiating with 
Israel at the UJL-spoasoxtd Middle East peace talks, had test-launched 
advanced Scud missiles. He threatened to attack Damascus if Syria fired a 
missile at Israel. 
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Cabinet transfers 
Hamaml to base 

. AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet 
.Saturday approv ed thetransfer of 
’ Jordan’s ambassador in Washing- 
-tpn Hussein Hamami to his base 
.'at die Foreign Ministry. The 
Cabinet also approved Jordan’s 
participation in an exhibition to' 
. . be organised by tbe United Na- 
.$oas Educational and Scientific 
Organisation (JJNESCO) in Paris 
-from Sept. 9 to 33 on tbe occasion 
of the. 20th anniversary of the 
.signing of the International 
- Cultural Heritage Agreement. ' 
.The Council of Ministers also 
approved Jordan’s participation 
;m the ordinary meeting of die 
•United Nations Refugees and 
-Works Agency (UNRWA) con- . 

njS^suitalive committee doe to open 
■m Vienna Sept. 10. TheJorda- 
-jrian. delegation to tbe meeting 
.mil be headed by the. Foreign 
; Ministry's D epartmen t of Palesti- 
nian Affairs (Erector, Adel 
frefaeicL 

: Kuwaiti interior 
minister in Tehran 

NICOSIA (AP) — Kuwait’s in- 
terior minister. Sheikh Ahmad 
Hamoud A1 Jaber A1 Sabah, 
arrived in Tehran on Saturday for 
talks with Iranian officials, the 
Islamic Republic News Agency 
(IRNA) said. The agency said 
Sheikh Ahmad was welcomed at 
the airport by his I ranian counter- 
part, Abdollah Nouri. Kuwaiti 
- Foreign Minister Sheikh Salem A1 

_ Li Sabah has said repeatedly that 
the emirate is interested in stron- 
ger ties with Iran, based on non- 
inferfe re noe in each other’s inter- 
nal affairs. Relations between 
Iran .and the Gulf Arab stales 
have improved as President 
Hashemi Rafsanjani tries to end 
bis country’s revolutionary isola- 
tion. 

Polfsarlo expels 
senior defector . 

ALGIERS (R) — Senior Pohsar- 
io leader Ibrahim Hakim has 
been expelled from the guerrilla 
movement, which accused him of 

^ treason for defecting to Morocco, 
Algerian radio reported on Fri- 
day. It said Mr. Hakim had also 
been stripped off all his functions. 
Foreign minister of the selfstyled 
Saharan Arab Democratic Re- 
public (SADR) for 10 years, and 
until recently its ambassador in 
Algiers, Mr. Hakim became the 
highest-ranking Potisario l e ad er 
to defect when he arrived in 
Rabat on Tuesday. On Thursday 
Folisario said Mr. Hakim bad 
been replaced as ambassador in 
Algiers by Mohammad Lamme 
Ahmad. A recorded message said 
the embassy telephone had been 
cut off. 

Sudan to enforce 
national service 

tjuKHARTOUM (R) — Compul- 
sory nrihtaiy service is to be 
rigorously enforced in Sudan nine 
years after the start of the avQ 
war in the south of the country. 
State Radio Omburman reported . 
on Saturday that head of state 
Omar . Hassan A1 Bashir has 
signed a new national service act 
into law replacing a three-year- 
old national service law that was 
only loosely applied. Tbe radio 
said every Sudanese - aged be- 
tween 18 and 33 would have to 
perform national service and any- 
one due for conscription would 
not be allowed to leave Sudan. 
University graduates would serve 
for a year and school leavers for 
18 months, the radio reported. 
No reason was cited for the deci- 
sion which comes at a time when 
Khartoum says it is Winning the 
ifcush war against rebels of tbe 

1 Sudan People’s Liberation Army 
iq southern Sudan. 

Clashes In Turkey on 
Iturdlsh anniversary 

DIYARBAHR, Turkey (R) — 
A" demonstrator died and d ozens 
were wounded in dashes with 
' police , on Saturday, the eighth 
anniversary of a separatist revolt 

- in. southeast Turkey. Shops were 
dosed in most towns in the east- 
ern and southwestern provinces 
of Marrim, Hakkari, Sirnak, 
Diya rhakir and Suit, witnesses 
said. A demonstrator died and 
four were wounded when pofce 

; jpenedfirctobieakupaKnixfish 

f^feUy in the town of Hazro, Anar 

Wfia news agency reported. Four- 
teen marchers were wouoded at 
Kp^qy and 15 in D«ik, witnes- 
ses said. 


Palestinians say bilateral 
talks could be delayed 


. J*y~P,V. yhekmawl 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Pa le s tin i a n leaders 
ar e calli ng for 'a delay in the 
resumption of Arab-maeli tri- 
lateral talks following the Bush 
administration's decision to grant 
$10 billion in loan guarantees for 
IsraeL 

It was not immediately known 
how much support die Palestinian 
call has received from the other 
Arab parties involved in the tri- 
lateral talks — Jordan, Syria and 
Lebanon. Both Jordan and Sy- 
rian have said that they were 
seeking details of the loan 
guarantees agreement, which was 
announced by U.S. President 
George Bush following a m ****"£ 
with Israeli Prime Minster Yit- 
zhak Rabin last week, and 
whether the conditions attached 
to it include a total freeze in 
brad’s settlement cons t ru ction 
activities in the occupied territor- 
ies. 

The Palestinian approach to 
the issue is based on tbe argu- 
ment that if the loan guarantees 
are to be granted on foe basis of 
Israel freezing the construction of 
what it calls “potitical” settle- 
ments and continuing with 
“security settlements,” then the 
Arab side should openly convey 
its disappointment with Washing- 
ton’s decision by "delaying the 
resumption of tbe bilaterals, 
scheduled to begin in Washington 
on Aug. 24. 

Among the Palestinian leaden 
pubfidy calling for a delay are 
Nabfl Shaath, a dose advisor to 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 


tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat, Nayef Hawatmeh, bead 
of foe Democratic Front for the 
liberation of Palestine (DFLP), 
and several West Bank leaders 
and peace delegates, indudmg 
Bethlehem Mayor Efias Freij. 

“The Aug. 24 date for the start 
of the sixth round of Arab-Israeh 
talks might be delayed,” Dr. 
Shaath was quoted as saying in a 
Cairo-datefined Associated Press 
dispa t ch. “Tbe Palestinian lead- 
ership is carefully considering its 
dedrion about the date for the 
talks... one of the Palestinian 
options is to delay the sixth 
round...” 

What Dr. Shaath left unsaid 
was explained in Amman by Mr. 
Hawatmeh. “The loan guaran- 
tees is a political triumph for both 
Israel and tbe United States,” be 
told the Jordan Times. “If tbe 
' guarantees are not in return for a 
total freeze in Israel's settlement 
activities then we should make 
our stand dear to the U-S.” 

Farouk Kaddoonri, head of the 
Political Department of the PLO, 
was quoted as saying by Libya’s 
official news agency, JANA, that 
the Palestinian leadership had not 
taken a final decision on Palesti- 
nian participation in the Aug. 24 
mine in Washington. 

In Amman, Foreign Minister 
Kamel Abu Jaber said last week 
that Jordan, while viewing the 
granting of the Joan guarantees as 

changing the givens in the Middle 

East peace process, was awaiting 
more details of the Busb-Rabin 
agreement. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk JSharnn al«n made a SUXti- 


bur comment last week. 

Mr. Rabin, who returned to 
Israel Friday after his visit to the 
U.S., said President Bush under- 
stands that there will not be a 
total freeze in settlements as cal- 
led for by the Arabs. 

“Tbe president showed under- 
standing to the problems that we 
inherited from the form er gov- 
ernment; for example, that there 
will be a continuation of building 
of between 10,000 to 11,000 hous- 
ing units in the occupied territor- 
ies,” Mr. Rabin said. 

Since taking over last month, 
Mr. Rabin’s government has 
taken steps to curb settlement in 
the occupied territories, including 
raoceffing road construction, and 
not signing new housing con- 
tracts. The Labour-led govern- 
ment has also temporarily halted 
granting government-controlled 
land fra private construction and 
.stopped investment in the occu- 
pied territories. 

No senior Jordanian official 
was immediately available for 
comment on Dr. Shaath’s sugges- 
tion that the talks could be de- 
layed. But a seasoned analyst 
agreed that tbe American loan 
guarantees have injected a “new, 
negative element into tbe peace 
process.” 

“It is definitely going to have 
negative repercussions in the 
peace process,” said the analyst. 
T cannot say what form or con- 
tent these will take, but tbe fact 
remains that Israel has been 
a free brains while tbe 
mans get nothing.” 

(Continued an page 5) 



urges U.N. mediation 


KABUL (R) — Afghanistan's 
Islamic government has urged the 
United Nations to intervene to 
end fighting in the 
while other " 
leaders foiled on Saturday to 
broker a ceasefire. 

The deadly bail of rocket fire 
by the dissident Mujahedeeo 
Hezb-o-Islami group nevertheless 
stopped after a night of intermit- 
tent shelling, a Mujahedeen 
-source said. 

“It look as if tbe Hezb has been 
defeated,” be said. 

Tbe bombardment has killed 
and injured hundreds in the city 
since last Monday. 

A Hezb spokesman said fight- 
ing still raged in tbe south and 
east and accused foe “unholy 
affiance" in Kabul of drafting 
residents into service and sending 
them to the front fine. 

“When they reach foe front 
they ms to us,” he said by 
telephone from the Pakistani bor- 
der town of Peshawar. 

Two members of Kabul’s ruling 
leadership council and formerly 
communist Uzbek leader 
General Rashid Dostum asked 
the U.N. - to intervene late on 


Friday. 

U.N. intervention could in- 
dude peace-keeping forces and 
humanitarian aid, Gen. Dostnm’s 
deputy, Gen. Majid Khan, said. 

UJ4. Secretary-General Bout- 
ros Ghafi has issued a second 
appeal for an end to tbe fighting. 

Troops loyal to the thrce- 
month-old government said on 
Friday they had routed the Hezb, 
inflicting heavy casualties. 

A Herb spokesman (fisputed 
die claim, saying die group had 
shot down a government jet fight- 
er near the Defence Ministry in 
the south of the city and die 
fi ghting was continuing. 

A spokesman for a Hezb splin- 
ter faction led by veteran leader 
Yomns Khafis said another Mu- 
jahedeen party, the Ittehad-e- 
Islaxni, shot down die plane using 
a U-Si shoulder-launched Stinger 
missile, the first to be fired in tins 
latest, and possibly bloodiest, 
round of .the 14-year Afghan dvil 
war. 

Mr. Khalis and moderate lead- 
er Nabi Mohammad Mohaxnmatfi 
have written to both sides asking 

(Confined as page 5) 


7 Israeli soldiers injured 
in crash after Gaza stoning 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Seven Israeli sol- 
diers were injured when their 
vehicle crashed after craning 
under a hail of stones in die 
occupied Gaza Strip refugee 
gamp of Nussezrat on Saturday, 
mtfiCaiy sources said. 

“This afternoon stones were 
t hr o wn at an army patrol in Nus- 
seirat, as a result the (army) 
driver lost control of his vehicle 
and hit another army vehicle. 
Seven sokfiers were hurt, one 
seriously,” a military source said. 

hi the occupied West Batik, 
five Palestinians from Arab East 
LJernsatem, induding a two-year- 
okl child, were injured when 
masked men threw a bottle of 
acid which smashed through the 
windscreen of their car near Nab- - 
fits on Fijday night, die military 
sources said. 

The attackers apparently 
thought the five were Jews, the 
sources said, because they in a car 
with ydkiw number plates. 

Palestinians living in Arab East 
Jerusalem are anted the yellow 
{dates given Israeli citizens de- 
spite their refusal to accept 
rihMwhip in foe Jewish state. 
Palestinians living in the West 


Bank are issued blue number 
(rimes. 

Masked Palestinian activists 
broke into a hospital and shot 
dead a Palestinian tiny suspected 
of collaborating with Israel as he 
was recovering from previous 
gunshot wounds, Arab reports 
and tbe army said Saturday. 

They said die masked men 
stormed into tbe Nasser hospital 
in tbe Gaza Strip town of Khan 
Yarns late Friday and fatally shot 
in tbe bead Saleh Ahmad Bnaka 
as he laid in his bed. 

Earlier Friday, Eaaka, 29, had 
been shot in the legs by Palesti- 
nian activists for alle ge dly col- 
laborating with Israel, Arab re- 
ports said. 

They said the Red Fugles, a 
group aligned with the Popular 
Ffont for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine, dawned responsbifity for 

die IrilHng, 

Eaifier on Friday a Palestinian 
activist was killed in an explosion 
in the occupied West Bank. 

Palestinian sources said the 
blast was apparently triggered by 
explosives be was carrying. The 
man, identified as Abdnl Kacter 
Ismail, . 23, was a known suppor- 
ter Of Hamas. 


1 killed, 
property 
damaged 
in violence 
in north 

By a Jordan Thnes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A one-year feud 
over money led to a death and 
riots which caused extensive 
da ma g e ju a «maH northern 
village on Friday, officials and 
residents reported Saturday. 

According to sources, a 
young man, identified only as 
“YTM,” had allegedly cheated 
another man, identified as 
“MU,” for an amount of 
JD12.000 one year ago and 
despite repeated promises and 
a court decision <fid not return 
the money. 

Tbe two — residents of the 
village of Kufor Som about 17 
kilometres north of Erbid — 
met Friday in an Irbid suburb 
and dashed over the dispute 
over money, according to win- 
tesses. 

“(YTM) puffed out a gun 
and shoe (MD) dead,” said an 
eyewitness. Another who 
claimed be was also an eyewit- 
ness reported that “YTM” 
shot himself in the leg, 
although this could not be con- 
firmed. ■ 

But, according to a state- 
ment issued by Interior Minis- 
ter Jawdat Sboul, who visited 
tbe area Saturday, the de- 
ceased was carrying tbe gun 
and be was killed in the en- 
suing fight. The other was in- 
jured and is now undergoing 
treatment, die minister said. 

Police arrived at the scene 
and took YTM into custody 

and tbe body of deceased to his 
family in Kufor Som, accord- 
ing to foe villagers. 

A group of young men from 
die family of tbe de ce as ed, 
when they beard of the death 

and its circumstances, took tire 
body to a house of one of the 
alleged loner’s relatives in “a 
sign of protest that the murder 
would not go unavenged,” said 
one villager. 

“Then they went on a ram- 
page through the village 
attackmgfoe property of mem- 
bers of the fiunily of the 
alleged killer, according to the 
villager. “Several bouses and a 
car were burnt," be added. 

( Continu ed on .page 5) 


King leaves hospital 
today after treatment 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein is ex- 
pected to be released from 
hospital today after under- 
going treatment for a minor 
haemorrhage in his urinary 
tract, his physician said 
Saturday. 

Dr. Samir Faxraj said tbe 
King, who was admitted to 
the King Hussein Medical 
Cccntrc Saturday morning, 
was in good health and that 
the haemorrhage was dimi- 
nishing gradually. 

Dr. Faxraj said King Hus- 
sein underwent medical tests 
after suffering minor bleed- 
ing Saturday morning. 

“He underwent cystochro- 
moscopy today and we found 
that he suffered hematuria” 
— the medical term for urinal 
Meeting — Dr. Farraj said. 

“Tbe King is in excellent 
shape now,” Dr. Farraj 
added. 

Hospital staff and the 
Royal Court telephone oper- 
ators said the public had 


bombarded them with calls to 
ask after tbe King's health. 

“It is chaos, we cannot 
cope with the incoming 
phone calls any more,” one 
operator was quoted as 
saying by Reuters. 

Others flocked to tbe King 
Hussein Medical Centre to 
wish Mm a speedy recovery. 

Officials said tbe King bad 
planned to fly to Oman Sun- 
day to convey condolences to 
Saltan Qaboos Ben Saf d on 
the death of Ms mother but 
because of tbe health prob- 
lems sent Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker to 
Muscat. 

The King, 56, was in hos- 
pital, fra a minor operation in 
J anua r y tins year. He was 
hospitalised in June last year 
with an irregular heart beat 
which doctors said was due to 
exhaustion. 

The Jordan Times wishes 
His Majesty a speedy and 
total recovery. 



Sharif Zeid 
returns from 
Oman after 
conveying 
condolences 

AMMAN (J.T.) — EBs Majesty 
King Hussein sent Prime Minister 
Shanf Zeid Ben Shaker to Oman 
on Saturday whb condolences fra 
Saltan Qaboos Ben Said on the 
death of his mother, tbe Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, said. 

Saltan Qaboos’s mother died 
on Thursday. 

Sharif Zeid, who was accompa- 
nied by Chief Chamberlain 
Prince Ra’ad Ben ZekL offered 
condolences to Sultan Qaboos, 
Ms family and tbe Omani people 
on behalf of King Hussein, the 
Hashemite family and tbe Jorda- 
nian people. 

Tbe prime minister and Prince 
Ra’ad returned borne Saturday 
evening. 

Sharif Zeid told tbe Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, that Saltan 
Qaboos asked him and Prince 
Ra’ad to convey to tbe King his 
greetings and best wishes of 
speedy recovery (see story above) 
and thanks fra Ms condolences. 

Official and public delegations 
from various parts of Jordan vi- 
sited die Omani embassy in Am- 
man to offer condolences over 
die death of Sultan Qaboos’s 
mother. 

Tbe embassy Thursday opened 
a condolences register. 


Iraq tightens measures to fight 
shortages resulting from sanctions 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq said 
Saturday farmers had two weeks 
to hand over stores of grain or be 
punished in a drive to end a 
severe shortage of supplies under 
U.N. sanctions. 

The official daily A1 
Jumhouriyah said the deadline 
was one of a series of steps to 
stamp out profiteering, hpertfing, 
middlemen and incompetent offi- 
cials. 

Some traders, who declined to 
be named, forecast the crack- 
down would only deepen Iraq’s 
problems as many merchants 
feared being caught in the drag- 
net and had cut back on orders. 

“It is a big problem,” a Bagh- 
dad businessman told Reuters. 
The government wants us to 
bring in more food but is watch- 
ing us very closely. Many of us 
are worried about future.” 

A! Jumhouriyah quoted Trade 
Minister Mohammad Mehdi 
Saleh as saying large quantities of 
rice, sugar and oil were on then- 
way to Iraq to stabilise prices. 

Shortages of such commodities 
deepened late last month when 
hundreds of traders were round- 
ed up on suspicion of profiteering 
and more than 40 executed, a 
dispute between Kurdish groups 
also stopped trucks entering Iraq 
from Turkey. 

President Saddam Hussein said 
Wednesday “stringent measures" 
similar to those taken against the 
profiteers would be taken against 


incompetent officials and cheat- 
ing merchants. 

Mr. Saleh said a new price 
structure for food sold in Iraq’s 
market's would be enforced — 
the cost plus transport charges 
and 10 per cent for wholesalers 
and five per cent for retailers. 

Food prices would be calcu- 
lated by the black market rate .of 
the Iraqi dinar instead of foe 
official rate, Mr. Saleh said. The 
official rate is $3.10 for each 
dinar, currently about 22 to tbe 
dollar on the unofficial market. 

Agriculture Minister Abdul 
Wahab Mahmoud A! Sabbagh 
was quoted by the daily as saying 
a plan had been drawn up to 
increase supplies and formers had 
to deliver all wheat and barley 
within two weeks or face severe 
punishment. 

Authorities banned private 
trade in wheat and barley in May 
in a drive to ship this year’s 
harvest into government silos to 
keep the rationing system work- 
mg. 

Ministry of Agriculture offi- 
cials have said this year's harvest 
was good but there was a lack of 
machinery to gather it. 

Iraq needs almost three million 
tonnes of wheat each year to 
maintain its rationing system, 
which provides people with half 
their daily needs. Tbe remainder 
has to be found on the open 
market. 

Food and medicine are exempt 


from U.N. sanctions imposed 
days after Iraq invaded Kuwait 
on’ Aug. 2, 1990. Bur the Iraqi 
government says it cannot afford 
to buy them with its assets abroad 
frozen and oil exports blocked. 

Interior Minister Under- 
secretary Younis Suleiman Has- 
san said security forces had step- 
ped up checking prices and sup- 
plies. 

The daily Babil said Iraqi Air- 
ways would ask the U.N. Sanc- 
tions Committee to authorise Ira- 
qi Boeing 707 planes to fly meat 
from Khartoum, Sudan, to Bagh- 
dad. 

The application would be made 
under a U.N. Security Council 
resolution allowing such flights as 
long as the aircraft were sear- 
ched, Babil added. 

It quoted Iraqi Airways 
Director-General Noureddin A1 
Safi as saying he would head an 
Iraqi delegation to talks with the 
sanctions committee in New York 
at the end of this month. 

He said Baghdad would also 
call for the return of Iraqi planes 
in Tunisia, Jordan and Iran. 

Domestic commercial flights 
were halted in June because of a 
lack of spare parts and sanctions 
have closed Iraq's airspace to 
international flights. 

Baghdad has appealed repe- 
atedly to the sanctions committee 
to allow the return of 33 of its 
aircraft stranded abroad ■ 


Tribalism overrides 
politics in Madaba 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Tribal politics 
appear to have taken precedent 
over political party affiliation in 
the run-up to the Madaba by- 
elections on Aug. 18 after a tense 
confrontation betwe en members 
of tbe Bam Hamida tribe and tbe 
Muslim Brotherhood. 

Tbe by-elections, due in tbe 
Frouth District of Amman — 
Qwesmeb — and the Sixth Dis- 
trict — Madaba — are seen as 
major indicators on bow people 
w31 vote in tbe 1993 legislative 
elections. In Madaba tire vote is 
expected to be the most indica- 
tive because it win pit three 
candidates with tribal as well 
political backing from different 
groups against one another. 

The Brotherhood’s hold over 
Madaba, where its candidates 
won all die Muslim seats daring 
tbe 1989 elections, is expected to 
face its most serious threat as a 
result of tribal politics, which 
surfaced in last week’s confronta- 
tion. 

In an attempt to keep people 
from outside foe Madaba district 
oat of the election campaign 
members of the Bam Hamida 
dan in Madaba put up roadblocks 
hist Tuesday and checked identi- 
fication cards from anyone pas- 
sing into their “territory,” resi- 
dents said. 


“It was as if drey were in tbe 
wild west,” said a member of the 
Brotherhood, who was checked 
while going to M3eih area, south 
of Madaba. 

The area south of Madaba is 
considered to be Bani Hamida 
territory. The by-election to fill 
tbe seat of tbe deceased Deputy 
Mohammad Qteish A1 Azaideh, 
h« one Bam Hamida candidate 
pitted against two of a competing 
but larger tribe called the Bal- 


Members of tire Bani Hamida 
dan said that they had amply 
wanted to avoid “outride in- 
terference in our internal political 
matters” when they stopped cars 
to check the ID cards of travellers 
on the road south of Madaba. 

An activist campaigning for 
Bani Hamid a candidate AfcraJ 
Hafith A1 Sbakhanbeh said, “the 
issue was tribal rather than poli- 
tical in the sense that the Muslim 
Brotherhood candidate who hap- 
pens to be from the Balgawieh 
tribe was in Bani Hamida terri- 
tory and some very tribal ele- 
ments believed it their duty to 
‘keep out the enemy* so to 


The Brotherhood countered 
Friday that a story about the 
incident printed in the SMhan 
weekly intended to provoke 
sectarian and tribal strife. 

(CMttaned OB page 5) 


Major relief effort 
launched in Somalia 


NAIROBI (Agencies) — 
United Nations and the 
States Saturday launched a wide 
relief effort in Somalia, where 
nearly three-fourths of the 
population faces starvation be- 
cause of drought and civil war. 

The first U.N. flight to Soma- 
lia's interior left Nairobi at 2 p.m. 
(1100 GMT), a United Nations 
official said. 

The C-L30 Hercules cargo plane 
carried 17 tonnes of high-protein 
biscuits to Baidoa. town north- 
west of Mogadishu where aid 
workers estimate 500 to 700 peo- 
ple die daily. 

The World Food Programme 
(WFP) said Saturday's airlift was 
the beginning of an airlift of 5,000 
tonnes of supplementary food to 
some of Somalia’s most vulner- 
able people. 

In a statement, WFP Executive 
Director Catherine Bertini said 
the airlift would soon be ex- 
tended to Hoddur and Baidera, 
where people also are reported to 
be in precarious condition. All 
three towns are within a radius of 
350 kilometres of Somalia’s be- 
sieged capital of Mogadishu. 

The-U.N. agency plans to sup- 
plement the airlift as soon as 
possible with truck deliveries 
from Mogadishu. Negotiations 
are underway between the Un- 
ited Nations and Somalia's two 
main waning factions to ensure 
safe passage for relief convoys. 
Ms. Bertini said. 


- ::>lonal 30,000 tonnes of 
iood are in the pipeline to Soma- 
lia over the next month, she said. 

In Washington, the White 
House said Friday the United 
States will begin emergency air- 
lifts of food to Somalia “as soon 
as possible” and will ask the U.N. 
Security Council to authorise me- 
asures to ensure the delivery of 
aid. 

“(Somalia) is a country where 
you see people dead, half dead, 
and those alive living a miserable 
existence,” said U.N. official Pe- 
ter Hansen, whose 23-member 
team mimed here Friday after a 
nine-day trip assessing foe Horn 
of Africa country's needs. 

He said his team would work 
this weekend on recommendations 
for U.N. action and hoped to 
present tbeir report to U.N. 
Secrtary-General Boutros Ghali 
on Sunday. 

As offers of emergency food 
flowed in, relief workers said they 
also needed urgent medical sup- 
plies and shelter, to keep the 
population alive. 

Aid sources said more countries 
were ready to help now that the 
world’s worst humanitarian crisis 
had become headline news. 

Relief workers contacted in 
Mogadishu said food alone was 
not enough. 

“Every malnourished person is 
a sick person,” said Ian Macleod 
of the .United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF). 
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CAIRO (R) — A senior 
Sudanese official said on Satur- 
day Sudan and Egypt had agreed 
to resume talks on a disputed 
border strip and stop media cam- 
paigns that have further strained 
relations. 

Ali Osman Yasseen. first 
under-secretary at the Sudanese 
Foreign Ministry, told a news 
conference he reached the agree- 
ment in two meetings in Cairo 
this week with Osama AI Baz. 
President Hosni Mubarak's top 
political adviser. 

“We have agreed to handle the 
situation through several means, 
first and foremost an end to the 
escalation of media campaigns to 
put an end to the political tension 
between the two countries." he 
told reporters at the Sudanese 
embassy. 

“We also agreed to convene 


the joint Egyptian-Sudanese 
committee (on the border dis- 
pute) in Cairo as early as the first 
week of October." Mr. Yasseen 
added. 

The committee held its first 
meeting in Khartoum in April but 
a second meeting set for Cairo 
never took place. Each side 
blamed the other for the failure. 

Mr. Yasseen denied Egyptian 
accusations that Sudan was pro- 
viding arms and training for Mus- 
lim militants and said his country 
was willing to allow inspectors 
from Cairo to check such claims. 

"It's a mere allegation. It 
doesn’t have any connection with 
the truth. It's a falsification of 
facts. It's a pretext for something 
which I don't know what it is," he 
said. 

“We are ready for even Egyp- 
tian security people to come and 


inspect for themselves." he 
added. 

But Mr. Yasseen repeated 
charges that Egypt was helping 
Sudanese dissidents. 

“Sudan has a lot of complaints 
against Egypt, giving shelter and 
support to the opposition here 
and there.... we talked about the 
matter and showed our resent- 
ment about it." 

On the disputed border triang- 
le of Halaib. Mr. Yasseen said 
Sudan was reidy to give up its 
claim to the territory if it was 
proved Egyptian. But he added 
that the entire Sudanese people 
was ready to die for it if it proved 
otherwise. 

Asked about press reports that 
Egypt had pushed an army bri- 
gade into the strip. Mr. Yasseen 
said Khartoum opposed certain 
Egyptian measures in Halaib but 


declined to give examples. 

The dispute surfaced in De- 
cember when Sudan awarded a 
Canadian company a concession 
to drill for oil there. Egypt says 
the territoiy is Egyptian under a 
1899 accord but that it had agreed 
to leave it under Sudanese admi- 
nistration for humanitarian 


Ties between Cairo and Khar- 
toum had been strained since it 
became clear that Sudanese Pres- 
ident Omar Hassan AI Bashir, 
who took over in an army coup in 
1989. supported Islamic fun- 
damentalists. 

Egypt, a key member of the 
U.S.-led alliance that ended the 
Iraqi occupation of Kuwait last 
year, was also angered by Sudan's 
support for Iraq during the Gulf 
crisis. 


Iran retaliates to British move with 3 expulsions 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iran on 
Saturday ordered the expulsion 
of three Britons, including an 
embassy employee, for “illegal 
activities," the official Islamic 
Republic News Agency (IRNA) 
said. 

it was the latest in a series of 
tit-for-tat expulsions involving 
the two countries and indicated a 
further worsening in relations be- 
tween London and Tehran. 

On Friday, Britain announced 
it had ordered an Iranian diplo- 
mat, First Secretary Ali Rajabi, 
to leave the country. 

The move followed the arrest 
and expulsion in June of Geoffrey 
B rammer, third secretary at Bri- 
tain's Tehran embassy. Iran 
claimed he was a spy. Britain 
denied it. 


The Iranian agency report, 
monitored in Cyprus, said Charge 
cT Affaires David Reddaway was 
summoned to the Foreign Minis- 
try on Saturday and told the three 
Britons most leave within a week. 

It did not spell out the ‘illegal 
activities." It did not name those 
being expelled or give their 
names, but said they included an 
embassy employee. 

Late last month, Britain 
•ordered the expulsion of three 
Iranians — two local embassy em- 
ployees and a student — accused 
of unspecified intelligence activi- 
ties but suspected of plotting to 
tail British author Salman 
Rushdie. 

Britain said on Friday it had 
also ordered out an Iranian diplo- 
mat in retaliation for Iran's expul- 


sion in July of a British envoy in 
Tehran. 

The two countries cut ties after 
Iran's late Ayatollah Ruholiah 
Khomeini issued a death order 
against Mr. Rushdie for his 
novel, “The Satanic Verses." 
Ayatollah Khomeini denounced 
the novel as blasphemous and 
insulting to Islam. 

' Mr. Rushdie has been in biding 
since the order was issued. It was 
reaffirmed last month by Iran's 
parliament. 

Britain and Iran restored rela- 
tions in September 1990 despite 
the order remaining in force — 
something which outraged Mr. 
Rushdie's s u pporters — and ties 
had been slowly improving with 
talk of a possible exchange of 
ambassadors. 


Nayef Ali Nayef Sweitat 
— prisoner of conscience 


NAYEF 'ALI NAYEF 
SWEITAT from Jenin refugee 
camp on the West Bank was 
arrested by members of the 
Israeli border police on April 30, 
1992. He was first taken to the Jenin 
nulifiry compound, and later 
transferred to AI Fara’a deten- 
tion centre, where he was issued 
with a six-month administrative 
detention order. He was then 
taken to the Ketziot detention 
centre in southern Israel where 
the majority of "administrative 
detainees" are held. He is ac- 
cused of being a senior activist In 
Fateh, (a faction of the Palestine 
liberation Organisation (PLC • : 

Mr. Sweitat is a 35-year-oid 
journalist for the Arabic language 
newspaper AI ShaTj. published in 
East Jerusalem. He also owns the 
Hittin Press Sendee in Jenin re- 
fugee camp. He married in 1983 
and bad a daughter, but his wife 
died in a car accident in 1986 
during one of his previous periods 
of imprisonment. He has since 
married again. His second child 
was. born about a week after his 
most recent arrest. In 1987 he 
graduated in Middle East Studies 
from Bir Zeit University, where 
he was a president of the Bir Zeit 
Student Council. In early 1992 be 
was appointed as an adviser to 
the Palestinian delegation to the 
fourth round of the Middle East 
peace negotiations, but the Israeli 
authorities did not allow him to 
leave the occupied territories. 

Mr. Sweitat has appealed 
against his "administrative deten- 
tion" order. The appeal was fust 
scheduled to be beard on May 20, 
1992, but was postponed for one 
week as no judge was able to 
attend. On May 27, the appeal 
hearing was again postponed, as 
his file was not produced by the 
general security service. 

Mr. Sweitat has given his 
lawyer the following statement: 

“From. November 1991 1 have 
supported the peace process 
all my heart and might. . 
tion has been dear cut... I joined 
the ‘political committees' in 
Jenin, whose purpose were to 
support the peace process, to 
explain to people the importance 


of talks and dialogue to replace 
violence and bloodshed. When I 
was given to understand that the 
committees were illegal, t left 
them, and declared (my leaving) 
publicly." 

In fairs statement Mr. Sweitat 
describes how be had been asked 
to visit the military commander of 
the Jenin area the {Jay after his 
declaration had been printed in 
the press. He says he told the 
commander that he had left the 
committees because he did not 
want to go back to prison. The 
commander then apparently told 
him that the committees' activi- 
ties were not illegal, and encour- 
aged him to continue his work in 
them, and to tell people that the 
peace process required patience 
and that no quids results should 
be expected. Mr. Sweitat then 
continued: 

“I remained a peace activist 
and was later appointed as an 
advisor to the Palestinian delega- 
tion to the fourth round of the 
peace talks. I was asked to leave 
for Jordan to travel to the USA 
on Feb. 22, 1992, but I was 
stopped on the bridge and was 
returned without any explana- 
tion. In a way I was glad perso- 
nally as my wife was pregnant 
with her first child, and I wanted 
to wait by her side for the baby. I 
never imagined what was in store 
for me.” 

Mr. Sweitat denies mem- 
bership of Fateh or of the Shabi- 
ba (a youth organisation affiliated 
to Fateh). He points out that 
during bis numerous arrests dur- 
ing the intifada he has never been 
interrogated about membership 
of these organisations, or charged 
and tried, and that fie has not 
been incriminated in the confes- 
sions of any other alleged activist. 

Previous arrests 

Mr. Sweitat has been impris- 
numerous occasions in 
i 1975 he was sent- 
ence io seven years* imprison- 
ment for membership of Fateh. 
He was released in 1981. In May 
1983 he was detained for 37 days 
while be was president of the Bir 


Zeit Student Council. In October 
1983 be was sentenced to nine 
months' imprisonment on charges 
of making contact with an illegal 
organisation. 

He was arrested again on Dec. 
25, 1985 and placed under six 
months* "administrative deten- 
tion," which was reduced to four 
months on appeal. In 1986 and 
1987 he was arrested several 
times for short periods and was 
released without charge. Upon 
his graduation from university in 
1987 be. was placed under house 
arrest in Jenin for six months, 
which was extended to one year.' 
On March 15, 1988, a few days 
before the town arrest order was 
due to expire, be was placed in 
“administrative detention" for six 
months, which was renewed on 
expiry for a further six months. He 
was released on March 21, 1989. 

On Nov. 12, 1989 he was 
arrested again, and issued with a 
one-year “administrative deten- 
tion" order. His appeal against 
this order was rejected, the judge 
stating that the classified evi- 
dence which could not be re- 
vealed for security reasons con- 
tained. 

“Clear, convincing and une- 
quivocal evidence indicating that 
the appellant is a senior activist in 
the Fateh organisation. The 
appellant is party to widespread 
activities which may indicate his 
senior position and the extent of 
his influence on events in the 
Jenin region and even beyond. 
The extent and charter of the 
appellant's activity, his position 
and, in addition. Ins determina- 
tion to promote the objectives of 
the organisation of which he is a 
member lead us to the conclusion 
that the appellant’s hostile activ- 
ity is prolonged and extensive." 

He was released on Nov. 11, 
1990. 

Mr. Sweitat was once more 
rearrested on Feb.-8, 1991 during 
the Gulf war. He was later issued 
with a six-month “ad m inist ra tive 
detention” order which was re- 
duced to foor-and-a-faalf months 
of appeal. He was released ou 
June 30, 1991. 



Nayef Swgttat { ' 

Amnesty V concerns 

Amnesty International ack- 
nowledges that various Palesti- 
nian groupings mduding Fateh do 
advocate violence against Israel 
and have carried out acts of vio- 
lence. However it does not con- 
sider that membership of or asso- 
ciation with the PLO or one of its 
factions is in itself conclusive evi- 
dence that a certain individual 
has used or advocated violence. 
In determining whether an indi- 
vidual is a prisoner of conscience. 
Amnesty International looks into 
whether the individual personally 
used or advocated violence in the 
circumstances relating to his or 
her arrest. In other words, it 
examines any specific opinions or 
acts attributed to the person in 
question beyond mere mem- 
bership of the organi s a ti on. 

Amnesty International notes in 
this case that the Israeli author- 
ities have not provided any evi- 
dence to either Mr. Sweitat or his 
lawyer about the activities be is 
alleged to have carried out on 
behalf of Fateh or even to prove 
bis alleged membership. Mr. 
Sweitat has denied membership 
of Fateh and points out that since 
the start of the intifada be has 
never been mterrpgated about his 
alleged activities in that organisa- 
tion. Amnesty Intenustional also 
notes that at no point has be been 
referred to as someone who used 
or advocated violence. He has 
declared openly his commitment 
to a peaceful solution of the 
Israeli- Palestinian conflict. 

— Amnesty International. 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Talks on reuniting the divided 
island of Cyprus, which have con- 
tinued for more than a . month, 
adjourned on Friday and wQl 
resume at the United Nations on 
Oct. 26, a U.N. spokeswoman 
announced. 

The talks, aimed at negotiating 
an agreement on establishing a 
two-zone federation, have in- 


were their first substantive en- 
counters since their last attempt 
to resolve the Cyprus problem 
under U.N. auspices collapsed in 
March 1990. 

The negotiations have focused 
on a so-called “set of ideas” 
which Dr. Ghali presented to 
-both rides. It includes a map 
showing the proposed division of 
the island into Greek Cypriot and 


volved Cypriot President George ■ Turkish Cypriot provinces finked 
VasriHou and Turkish Cypriot by a federal government, 
leader Rauf Denktash. Mr. Vassiliou and Denktash 

Cyprus bay been virtually parti- have concentrated so far on the 
honed since 1974 when Turkish key issues of territoiy and dis- 
troops landed in the north of the placed persons: How much of the 


British officials refused to com- 
ment on the current status of 
bilateral ties but a Foreign Office 
spokesman said last month that 
relations were “already fragile.” 
Britain said bn Friday that 
Iran’s charge d'affaires was called 
in to the Foreign Office on Aug. 4 
and told that First Secretary Ali 
Rajavi had three weeks to leave. 

Britain had delivered a strong 
protest to Iran when Mr. B ram- 
mer was arrested in Tehran by 
security officials after a game of 
squash with an Iranian pilot with 
whom he had made friends. 

Iran alleged he had formed the 
friendship at part of a plan to spy 
on Iran. He was not mistreated. 

Officials in London said Mr. 
Rajavi has not yet left the 
country. 


island after a brief coup in Nico- 
sia engineered by the junta then 
ruling Greece. 

The U.N. announcement did 
not say what progress, if any, had 
been made during the talks, 
which included a session from 
June 18 to 23 and continued 
uninterrupted after resuming on 
July 15. 

After holding numerous sepa- 
rate meetings with Secretary- 
General Boutros GfaaH and his 
senior aides, Mr. Vassiliou and 
Mir. Denktash began daily joint 
sessions with him only on 
Wednesday of last week. 

Friday's lasted less than 30 
minutes and was apparently only 
to settle arrangements for the 
next round. 

“The joint talks will reconvene 
at United Nations headquarters 
on Monday, Oct- 26, 1992,'* the 
U.N. spokeswoman said. 

The secretary-general would 
now “report to the Security 
Council on the talks that have 
taken place during these past 
weeks and on the positions held 
by the two sides,” she added. 

The council's five permanent 
members — : the United States, 
Britain, China. France and Rus- 
sia — have been closely following 
the negotiations and acting in 
support of Dr. Ghaii, mainly by 
urging Mr. Denktash to accept 
the secretary-general's proposals. 

Several of the five permanent 
council members sent special en- 
voys to New York for the dura- 
tion of the talks. 

Last week's meetings between 
Mr. Vassiliou and Mr. Denktash 


37 per cent of the island now held 
by the Turkish Cypriots would 
have to be handed over to the 
Greek Cypriots under a final set- 
tlement and what arrangements 
should be made for thousands of 
people displaced as a result of the 
fighting in 1974. 

Mr. Vassiliou has called for 
these issues to be substantially 
settled before proceeding to 
other topics covered by the set of 
ideas. Mr. Denktash has been 
anxious to proceed to the remain- 
ing issues, which include constitu- 
tional arrangements for the prop- 
osed federal state. 

The Turkish Cypriots say they 
account for up to 23 per cent of 
the population while the Greek 
Cypriots say the correct figure is 
18 per cent, excluding settlers 
from Turkey. 

The U.N. said the goal of the 
talks “has remained that of nego- 
tiating an agreement on the basis 
of the set of ideas, including the 
secretary-general’s suggestion on 
territorial adjustments and dis- 
placed persons.” 

While the secretary-general’s 
map is understood to allot just 
over 28 per cent of the island's 
territory to the Turkish Cypriots, 
Mr. Denktash has said be would 
accept a figure of “29 plus” — 
somewhere between 29 and 30 
per cent. 

A key sticking point has been 
the fate of the northern town .of 
Morphou and its surrounding 
agricutiaral region. They are now 
held by the Turkish Cypriots who 
are unwilling to give them up, as 
proposed .under the U.N. map. 


Saudi prince ordered to give 
deposition in ‘slavery case’ 


HOUSTON (AP) —The brother 
of Saudi Arabia’s King Fahd must 
submit a deposition in a civil case 
brought by two former employees 
who say the prince kept them as 
slaves in a Houston hotel, a. state 
judge has ruled. 

State District Judge Geraldine 
Tennant on Friday ordered 
Prince Saad Ben Abdul Aziz AI 
Saad to appeal for the deposition 
on Sept. 18, despite arguments by 
his lawyer that the prince had 
difficulty speaking because of 
cancer of the jaw and mouth. 

But plaintiff’s attorney, Jerry 
S. Payne, said a witness was 
prepared to testify that the prince 
was healthy enough to have been 
visited by a prostitute several 
nights this week. 

Mr. Payne also alleged' the 
prince and his lawyer were 
attempting to stall the deposition 
until after the Nov. 3 presidential 
election. He claimed the State 
Department planned to grant the 
prince retroactive diplomatic im- 
munity, as it had in the past to 
members of the Saudi royal 
family. 

Ms. Tennant said she would 
consider ordering an accelerated 
trial date. 

In December, Sriyani Marian 
Fernando of Sri Lanka and 
Josephine AHcog of the Philip- 
pines fled the posh Ritz-Carfton. 
Hotel, where they lived with the 
prince and his entourage. The 
prince had been staying at the 
hotel white be underwent cancer 
treatment 

The two workers alleged that 
the prince infrequently paid 
them, abused them and denied 
them medical treatment They 


Indian firm say chemical 
export to Syria will continue 

BOMBAY (AP) — The Indian transfeired to a Syria-bound ship- 
manufacturer of a chemical that meat . _ - iT n it«i Phns- 
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tonnes reached Damascus on 
May 30, 1992, said Rajju Shroff, 
the company’s owner. 

Mr. Shroff told the Associated 
Press he “cannot stop the 
(second) shipment unless some 
evidence is given to the company 
that Syria is misusing the che- 
micals." 


office visited the company m . 
Bombay earlier this week to en- 
sure that it had taken “all safe- I 
guards” before exporting the che- . 
mical to Syria, Mr. Shroff said. - 

Hie official was “fullyt satis- 
fied," he said. 

United Phosphorus Ltd. Has . 
the capacity to manufacture 6,000 


He said the chemical was ex- tonnes of trimethyl phosphite, 
ported to Syria “only after dim Mr. Shroff said. It manufactures . 


verification and there is no possi- 
bility of misuse of the material.” 
The second consignment _ was 
shipped aboard a cargo liner, 
Goman Senator, on July 15. The 
ship was stopped from unloading 
in Cyprus, Where it was to be 


and exports other agro-chemicals 
and pesticides to Syria, Taiwan • 
and Brazil. 

Mr. Shroff said his company .. 
ha/i negotiated an order to export 
trimethyl phosphite to a firm in - 
the United States. 


Iran denies it sent agents 
to kill or kidnap 2 U.N. workers 


also said they, were forbidden. to. 
leave the premises, pot allowed . 
to communicate with their fami- 
lies, and thatt their passports were' 
taken and not returned. 

Ms. Fernando and Ms. AH cog 
subsequently filed a civil lawsuit 
against Prince Saad Ben Abdul 
Aziz AI Saud and bis former 
wife. Princess Noora, claiming 
false imprisonement and other 
violations. 

Meanwhile, two law enforce- 
ment officers who bad worked in 
their off hours for the prince and 
the former head of security at the 
Ritz-Carlton say they or their 
families had been threatened be- 
cause of their involvement in the 
case. 

Death threats also were re- 
ceived by Precinct 1 Constable 
Jack Abercia, who took one of 
the women into his home for 
protection following her depar- 
ture from the hotel 

Mr. Abercia said Ms. Fernan- 
do moved to an undisclosed loca- 
tion after numerous telephone 
threats. 

Charles McClellan said his ter- 
mination last month as chief of 
security at the hotel was the result 
of not going along with a cover- 
up of foe Saudi incident. 

He also said he received two 
threats by telephone and on a 
third occasion was threatened by 
three Middle Eastern men who 
confronted him and his child in a 
restaurant parking lot. 

Roimy Smith, a former body- 
guard for the prince, said he was 
shot at while riding his motorcy- 
cle because be told a story of 
slavery, corruption and prostitu- 
tion at the hoteL 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iran Saturday 
denied Iraq's daim that Iranian 
agents tried to kill or kidnap 
United Nations personnel so that 
Baghdad would be blamed, the 
Islamic Republic News Agency 
(IRNA) reported. 

The agency, monitored in Cyp- 
rus, quoted a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman as saying the reports 
in Iraq's state-run news media 
I were “totally baseless." 

“The latest accusation by the 
Iraqi News Agency is a fresh 
conspiracy hatched jointly by 
Baghdad and tenorist elements 
of the outlawed Mujahedeen-e- 
Khalq organisation, who are sup- 
ported by and based in Bagh- 
dad,” it quoted the unnamed 
spokesman as saying. 

The- Mujahedeen-e-Khalq is 
the largest of ^.Iranian exile 
oppoation groups and has its 
headquarters .in the Iraqi capital. 

Iraq said Wednesday it had 
foiled a plot by Iranian agents to 
kill or kidnap U.N. affinals. It 
said five of the alleged agents had 
been put on Baghdad Television 


and confessed. 

INA said the purpose of the 
attempts was to “driven wedge 
between Iraq and the United 
Nations.” 

There have been no reports of 
kidnappings, but a U.N. guard 
was shot to death in northern Iraq 
and there have been several other 
shootings and incidents of harass- 
ment of U.N. personnel based 
there. They are involved in 
humanitarian relief programme 
for the Kurdish population. 

The Kurds blamed the attacks 
on the Iraqi government, which 
denied responsibility and accused 
Kurdish guerrillas. 

Iran, at war with Iraq from 
1980 to 1988, remained neutral in 
the Gulf war in which a U.S.-led 
international coalition expelled 
Iraqi troops from Kuwait. 

Although diplomatic relations 
have been restored, there is fre- 
quent tension between Tehran 
and Baghdad, winch claims Iran 
is responsible for a continuing 
Shiite Muslim insurgency in 
southern Iraq. 


Yemen’s fundamentalists 
dealt political setback 


SANAA (R) — Muslim fun- 
damentalists have accused Yeme- 
ni President AH Abdullah Saleh 
of setting the country on a secular 
course by supporti n g a law aimed 
at modernising the educational 
system. 

Officials and diplomats said the 
law, passed by parliament on 
Tuesday, was a political setback 
.for Yemen’s AI blah Union — 
an alliance of Saudi -backed con- 
servative .tribes and Muslim fun- 
damentalists — only three 
-months before general elections. 

It p laces Islamic theology in- 
stitutions — AI blah’s main pow- 
er base — under the Ministry of 
Education which previously pro- 
vided them with one billion 
Yemeni riyals ($83 nxQHon) a year 
in funds, the officials said. 

"We affirm that the president, 
who is the leader of the majority’ 
party ... shoulders fall responsbfl- 
ity for creating this secular lob- 
by,” AI blah said in a statement 
published by its newspaper AI 
Sahwa (Awakening). 

“Our people bold him (Mr. 


Saleh) responsible for passing the 
law, especially as he had prom- 
ised the ulemas he would oppose 
it, thus losing his credibility.” 

Mr. Saleh is also leader of 
Yemen’s main poHticalparty, tine • 
General People’s Congress, 
which shares power with the 
Aden-based Yemen Socialist Par- 
ty (YSP) that ruled South Yemen 
before its merger with the North 
in May 1990. 

YSP officials have accused AI 
Islah of using part of the funds. for 
political purposes and say Islam 
will still be taught at all schools 
under the new law. 

AI Is! ah, which is seeking pow- 
er in the November elections, has 
opposed the merger of North and 
South Yemen, saying the con- 
stitution -was not entirely based 
on Islam. 

It has tried unsuccessfully to 
kill the education law, describing 
it as a “tool to destroy all educa- 
tional aspects and wipe out the 
Islamic and Arabic character of 
education in Yemen.” 
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Voters urged 
to follow rules 

By a Jordan Times 
- Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — District Governors, 
in conaitueDcjes u^ere the Aug. 
18 by-elections are to-takc-pIac& 
urged local voters on Satnn&y to 
strictly follow voting procedures 


to ensure, tbetr participation. 

' Voters in the fourth and sixth 
constituencies are casting ballots 
to elect two members of Parlia- 
ment to fill seats vacated by the 
death of Minwer A1 Hadid 
(fourth district) and Ahmad A1 
Azaideh (sixth district). 

All registered voters must have 
identification such as foe famil y 
book, a passport or a valid driv- 
ing licence to vote, said a joint 
statement by Misteb Tarawreh, 
Madaba district governor in 
charge of the sixth constituency 
and Hashem AJ Waked in charge 
of foe fourth district. 

By last Friday, S3 per cent of 
fourth constituency voters and 76 
per cent of the sixth constituency 
voters bad picked up-their voting 
cards for foe election. 

Officials said that Aug. 10 was 
foe deadline for the voters to 
receive the cards enabling them 
to participate in tire co min g by- 
elections. 

Officials said that more than 
70,000'voters are eligible to cast 
ballots in the two districts, mean- 
while, security arrangements are 
underway to ensure safe and free 
elections in the two consti- 
tuencies. 

. Amman Governor Issa Omari 
met with foe heads of the central 
com mi ttees in charge of tire elec- 
tions and the directors of police 
departments in Amman and the 
baifia (fistrict to review the essen- 
tial security arrangements. 

The Ministry of Interior has 
said that voters in the fourth 
constituency will cast ballots at 39 
centres supervised by 75 small 
committees. Those in tire sixth 
can vote at 30 centres supervised 
by 33 committees. 


HOME NEWS IN 


100 new buses for 
Amman 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Public 
Transport Corporation is fina- 
lising preparations to purchase 
100 new buses to operate? on its 
routes in- Amman following the 
increase In the city’s popula- 
tion, Arabic Daily Press re- 
ported Saturday. The corpora- 
tion has agreed with a Jorda- 
nian bus manufacturing com- 
pany, Alba House, to supply it 
with the 100 buses of which 
each will have an 88-passenger 
capacity. 

• Samra receives 
Egyptian envoy 

AMMAN (Petra) — Goitre 
Minister Mahmoud A1 Samra 
received Saturday the Egyp- 
tian ambassador to Jordan on 
- the occasion of the end of his 
tour of duty. Mr. Samra also 
received Beirut Arab Universi- 
ty President Mahmoud Abdul 
Rahim and discussed with him 
scopes of cooperation between 
the university and Jordanian 
universities. 


Handicapped 
receive help 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
National Council for the Hand- 
icapped Affairs held a meeting 
Saturday at the Ministry of 
Social Affairs and reviewed 
services provided to the hand- 
icapped in the Kingdom. The 
meeting which was chaired by 
Prince Firas Ben Raad and' 
attended by secretary general 
of the Ministry of Social De- 
velopment Mohammad A1 Su- 
qonr decided to grant special 
cards and stickers for cars be- 
longing to disabled persons to 
facilitate their travels and their 
use of special parking lots. 

IDB grants 66 loans 




AMMAN (Petra) — The In- 
dustrial Development Bank 
^ (IDB) has granted in the 
" second quarter of foe current 
year 66 loans worth 
JD8,869,000. The loans will be 
used to finance various indust- 
rial and tonristic projects 
around the Kingdom. 

263 new industrial 
projects 

AMMAN (Petra) — A total of 
263 new industrial projects 
worth JD68.911 million were 
registered at the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade in the 
second quarter of 1992. Of the 
total number, 62 projects 
worth JD17.950 million were 
in food manufacturing indus- 
tries, 65 projects worth 
j$bD28.455 million in engineer- 
ing industries,; 27 projects 
worth' JD1.598 million in 
weaving industries and 30 pro- 
jects worth JD2.59 mfliion 
were in plastic industries. . 


Jordan to participate in trade 
fairs in Turkey arid Taiwan to 
help boost flagging exports 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan wfll 
take part in two international 
trade fain to open Aug. ' 26. in 
Ttakcy.and Taiwan. 

The first; which win be held in 
Izmir, Turkey,, will * coninie: for 
two -'weeks; whfle ^ serand^ in 
Taiwan will" last IbrroScyweck. 

: Jordan will be 'represented at 
foe two fairs by jthcJordan Ex- 
ports Development and C onnnc r- 
dal Centres Corporation (JEDC- 
CO). More than 35 Jordanian 
firms will be displaying products 
at the two fairs. 

The Kingdom ^-participation in 
the two fairs aims to promote 
-Jordanian-Turkish arid 
Jordaniau-Taiwanse relations and 
to find new markets for Jordanian 
exports to strengthen the eco- 
nomy and ease unemployment. 

Following the Gulf crisis, 
Jordanian e xp or ts needed to find 
new 1 markets after being largely 
dependent on . markets in neigh- 
bouring Arab Gtttf stales. - 

Jordan Trade Association 
(JTA) President Sarriih Dar- 
wazeh said in earlier statements 
that Jordan’s exports rose signifi- 
cantly in 1992 compared to the 
previous year. Mr. Darwazeh 
sad JTA played a prominent role 
in tackling export issues and ap- 
plying scientific techniques to de- 
lve into new markets with nation- 
al industrial products. 


He said many traditional mar- 
kets for Jor danian goods were 
dosed in the wake of the Gulf 
War, causing the national indus- 
try to retreat until new markets 
were 'found: 

He sud as JTA was trying bard 
to find new markets and diversify- 
Jordanian products reaching 
them, success,, had been made 
toward meeting tins goal in East 
European and southeast Asian 
markets. 

The association has already 
organised a number of exhibits 
and trade fairs in Indonesia, Mos- 
cow, and Sudan to promote foe 
sale of Jordanian products. 

In another development, a de- 
legation representing the Agri- 
cultural Marketing Organisation 
(AMO) returned to Amman Fri- 
day after concluding a two-week 
visit to Turkey. 

The delegation held talks with 
Turkish officials, and was briefed 
on Turkey's experie n ce in export- 
ing vegetables arid fruits to Euro- 
pean countries. The delegation 
also discussed with the officials 
the prospect of benefittidg from 
Tin-key’s experience in activating 
the process of exporting Jordan's 
agricultural produce to Europe. 
The delegation comprised offi- 
cials from AMO as well as repre- 
sentatives of fanners and expor- 
ters. 



Officials at the opening of foe third pan-Arab youth ca mp 

Arab youths have the 
future of the region in 
their handsHrsherdai; 

1 AJLOUN (Petra)* — Participants board of trustees of the pan Afab 
in tile third pan- Arab youth camp camp, outlined foe main objeo- 
activities which opened near here fives of foe event, noting that the 
Saturday, were mged by youth youths can transcend the existing 
and government officials to help relations among Arab states and 
end the gloomy situation now work for a better future. 


prevailing -m the Arab World and 
work together for a brighter fu- 
ture. 

Arab youths are at the centre 
of attention as tLey are tire force 
drat can cany on development, 
utitihe science and technology and 
build bridges of understanding 
and cooperation within foe Arab 
World, said Minister of Youth 
Saleh Ir&heidat in an address at 
the opening ceremony. 

Arab youths hold the destiny of 
their nation in the future when 
they will be the decision makers 
at the political, economic, de- 
velopmental, and youth levels, 
said foe inmister in his address to 
fixe 200 Arab youths gathered 
with local officials and invited 
guests at the site of the camp. 

The minister said that Arab 
youths, are no less talented than 
others in advanced nations and 
should be offered all facilities to 
promote their gifts and creative 
capabilities and skflb to serve 
their countries and fire Arab na- 
tion. 

Maan Bashonr, chai rman of a 


Youths from 'Jordan, Iraq, 
Syria, Yemen, Bahrain, Egypt, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Morocco, 
Algeria Tunisia, the United Arab 
Emirates, Palestine and Lebanon 
are participating in foe event. 
They will take part in seminars, 
attended lectures, tour places of 
interest, meet with officials and 
conduct recreational activities in 
the two week camp. 

Mr. Bashour said that the orga- 
nisers of the annual camp said 
that next year they plan to 
arrange a major march that 
would travel across Arab bor- 
ders, leading a campaign to can- 
cel the need for Arab nationals to 
have visas. 

He said there are also plans to 
prepare for the the coming year’s 
participants to proclaim what will 
be known as foe “Arab Youths 
Rights” 

Several members of the two 
Houses -of Parliament along with 
local officials and youths from tire 
local community were present at 
the opening ceremony. 


RJ to fly 
from Amman 
to Amsterdam 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Civil 
Aviation Authorities in the 
Netherlands and Jordan on Satur- 
day reached an agreement to 
reorganise transport operations 
for passengers and goods. 

A statement carried by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, said 
that Rene Fenes from the Dutch 
Civil Aviation Authority and 
Ahmad Jweiber from tbe Civil 
Aviation Authority (CAA) 
signed an agreement allowing 
Royal Jordanian (RJ), the' 
national airline, to make daily 
flights from Amman to Amster- 
dam. 

RJ will be flying to Amsterdam 
and then on to new York and 
perhaps Chicago in foe future, 
according -to foe terms of the 
agreement. 

The Dutch airline KLM stop- 
ped flights to and from Amman 
during the 'Gulf War in January 
1991 and has been coordinating 
flights to Amman through Cyprus 
Airways.- 

Jordan and foe Netherlands 
signed an air transport agreement . 
m 1961, ’and in 1990 they signed a 
aeno rattan? of understanding to 
organise air travel between Am- 
man and Amsterdam via RJ and 
KLM aircraft 


WHAT’S 


Exhibitions 

☆ RxhfhMoa entitled ‘‘Ex- 
ploring Science” at the 
British Council. 

•tor P ho togra p hy exhibition by 
Slham A1 Mufti aC the 
Phoenix Art and Culture 
Gallery. 

-dr RxMMthm of printtagu by 

Jordanian Artist Fayez A1 
Duwdk at ABa Art Gallery. 


☆ Seminar, in Arabic, on the 

development of UJS.-Israefil 
rdatious following the re- 
cent farad election at foe 
adtntiflc and enter a l cen- 
tre of Abdul H a r med Sho- 
imui Foundation — 6 p.™. 

A1 Fuhtis Festival 

ft Concert fay Altebefa string 
Trio ai A1 Fnhefc Plaza of 
Culture — i pjD. 

☆ Lecture, hr Arabic, on the 
history of Al Fahds city at 
the Platt of Culture — 7 
p.HL 

k Concert by the Yarmonk 
Coral Troupe at Al Fnfaris 
mein theatre * — 9 p -m. 



Speaker Abdul Latif Arabiyat greets Sudanese envoy 


Sudanese envoy arrives to 
bolster Jordan-Sudan ties 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A. Suda nese 
envoy arrived in Amman Satur- 
day on the first leg of a three- 
Arab nation tour to discuss coop- 
eration in a number of fields. 

Mohammad Khalifah, head of 
foe transitional national assembly 
in Sudan, is accompanied by a 
group of Sudanese officials on a 
four-day visit to Jordan. He is 
carrying a written message to His 
Majesty King Hussein from 
Sudanese leader Omar Al Bashir. 

Mr. Kbalifeh is to hold talks 
with Jordanian officials aimed at 
promoting ties between Jordan 
and Sudan, according to tbe en- 
voy. He said in an arrival state- 
ment that his visit to the Kingdom 
was part of his tour that will also 
take him to Syria and Iraq and 
comes in response to an invitation L 
by foe Speaker of foe Lower 
House of Parliament, Abdul Latif 
Arabiyat. He said that his talks 
with Dr. Arabiyat and parliament 
members aim at bolstering 
Jordanian-Sudanese cooperation 
in parliamentary affairs. 

Referring to southern Sudan, 
the envoy said that the situation 
was reassuring with foe recent 


military successses by the 
Sudanese Armed forces in its 
latest drive to quash foe rebellion 
in the region. 

The rebellion in southern 
Sudan first erupted in the mid- 
fifties and continued to simmer 
until 1993, despite a 1972 peace 
agreement. 

A massive civil war started in 
1984 when renegade army colonel 
John Garang led the Sudanese 
People's Liberation Army in a 
major war against tbe central 
government in Khartoum 

Sudanese officials had said that 
in the part month government 
forces made a series of successes 
against foe rebels in southern 
Sudan. 

Mr. Khalifeh is tbe second 
member of the Sudanese tran- 
sitional national council to visit 
Jordan in tbe past two months. 

Last month, Hassan Ham dine, 
the council’s general secretary, 
spoke hr Amman at a press con- 
ference outlining foe situation in 
foe country of 27 million people. 

Mr. Khalifeh and his five mem- 
ber delegation were welcomed by 
dr. Arabiyat and a number of 
Lower House deputies. 
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at the 


of tbe YMCA-UNRWA camp 


300 youths give a summer 
goodbye wave to YMCA camp 


By AJeen Bannayan 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The 20th annual 
youth summer camp co -organised 
by the Young Men's Christian 
Association (YMCA) and the- 
United Nations Relief Works 
Agency (UNRWA) has 1 ended 
with a graduation ceremony at 
foe Amman Training College 
(ATC). 

A three hundred orphan boys 
and girls from the Palestinian 
refugee camps took part in this 
year’s camp. 

“The main aim of the camp was 
for the youth to learn and enjoy 
their activities in a relaxed atmos- 
phere. “assistant director of the 
YMCA pf Jordan, Mr. IsaO 
Nozaki, told tbe Jordan Times. 

Participating children under 14 
years of age have full day of 
programmes which include scicn- 
•ce, music, computer programmes 
and sports, in addition to visiting 
various libraries and points of 
interest in the Kingdom. 

A total of 110 leaders, of which 
8 are volunteers from Japan, su- 
pervised the camp which began 
on July 25 and ended on Friday. 
About 25 handicapped children 
also took part this year. Accord- 
ing to Mr. Nozaki there's been a 


steady increase in the number of 
participants since the camp prog- 
ramme began in 1973. From that 
time orphans from 15 refugee 
camps in foe Kingdom have been 
actively taking part. 

“These camps provide an ex- 
cellent opportunity for foe super- 
visors to enhance their skills and 
organise different activities in 
their respective camps all year 
long,” Mr. Nozaki said, adding 
that five leaders were sent to the 
United States and another was 
sent to Japan to take part in 
camps and add to their experi- 
ence. 

“The camps are &n invaluable 
chance for foe youth of different 
countries to learn more and 
understand each other better," 
he said. 

The YMCA is also conducting 
vocational training courses for 
the hundreds of thousands of 
returnees following the Gulf cri- 
sis. Fifty of the first course gradu- 
ated in Feb. 1992. One hundred 
and ten students are enrolled in 
foe second course to be com- 
pleted in September. 

Tbe courses are being held in' 
cooperation with the Vocational 
Training Corporation (VTC) in 
Ain Al Basha and Al Hashimieh. 



Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 

Three bedrooms including master, sitting, dining 
& living room (L-shaped), kitchen with full* 
utensil, separate central heating, telephone. 
Total area 250m 2 . 

Located: West Shmeisani.. 

For more details, please contact 669753 


WAJ launches nationwide media 

■* * 

campaign to help conserve water 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Water 
Authority in Jordan (WAJ) has 
embarked on a nation-wide in- 
formation and media campaign to 
spread awareness to efficient wa- 
ter use. 

Tbe camp aign, bamched under 
the slogan “the ideal method of 
using water” entails broadcasting 
a number of television and radio 
documentary programmes, guid- 
ing citizens on means of econo- 
mising water use at home, factor- 
ies and farms. 

WAJ officials said that foe 
campaign entails presenting a 
four-series play by Jordanian 
artists tackling sound ways of 
protecting water resources and 
rationalising water use. 

In addition a 15-series radio 
programme discussing similar 
topics will be aired. 

. The campaign, said these offi- 
cials, also includes distributing 
thousands of posters with Kora- 
nic verses advising people on 


economising water. More than 
400,000 leaflets wfll be distri- 
buted to households together 
with the water bills giving gui- 
dance on reducing water con- 
sumption. 

WAJ Director General Mutaz 
Al BDbeisi fold the Jordan Times 
last month that foe water crisis in 
Jordan will assume larger propor- 
tions by foe year 2000 when the 
country will' have tapped all its 
available resoroces without meet- 
ing foe needs of its growing 
population. 

Depletion of non-renewable 
underground resources, dramatic 
increases in population and provi- 
sion of water supplies to almost 
100 per cent of the population 
will force Jordan to look for non 
traditional means of obtaining 
water for various purposes, Mr. 
Bflbeisi said. 

WAJ officials said that school 
children will be instrumental in 


carrying out foe public awareness 
campaig n by distributing pam- 
phlets fea hiring the masting and 
foe expected water situation in 
the Kingdom. These pamphlets 
will be discussed at schools and 
through radio programmes 
beamed to secondary school stu- 
dents. 

In addition, foe officials said, 
lectures will be organised in diffe- 
rent areas in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Education cautioning 
school students on the need to 
protect water resources. 

WAJ officials said that the 
Ministry of Awqaf has been re- 
quested to support the campaign 
by guiding mosque preachers to- 
wards spreading information ab- 
out the water situation. 

The officials said posters and 
leaflets are being distributed to 
various public and private institu- 
tions, as well as public places like 
hotels restaurants and public gar- 
dens. 


Amman court suspends doctors 
charged in fatal malpractice case 


By Mohammad Mafley 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — An Amman court 
has suspended a number of 
Jordanian doctors from prac- 
ticing medicine in the country 
in an alleged malpractice case 
which is the first of its kind in 
Jordan and which has led to a 
dispute between foe Ministry 
of Health and the Jordanian 
Medical Association (JMA). 

Dr. Aref Bataineh, who work- 
ed for 30 years within the 
medical services of the country 
before becoming Health Minis- 
ter last November, told the 
Jordan Times in an interview 
chat, “as a doctor working 
within foe public sector I wit- 
nessed cases of malpractice 
committed by doctors and 
could do nothing about it. Now 
as the Minister of Health I am 
in a position in which I can and 
will do something;" 

The case, which began in 
December 1991 after the death 
of a patient under circumst- 
ances that have now led to foe 
trial ofca- number of- doctors oh 
charges of- malpractice, - ended 
in courr.last •Wednesday/ 

In July, even before inves- 
tigation of foe case was com- 
pleted, the doctors involved 
were suddenly arrested on 
orders from foe public pro- 
secutor leading to an outcry 
from the JMA. After spending 
a number of days in detention, 
foe doctors were bailed by foe 
JMA and released. 

Dr. Ishaq Maraqa, president 
of the 8,500-meinber JMA, 
says that in principle he is not 
against investigations or 
punishment of doctors for 
negligence. However he is 
against what he calls foe “un- 
fair” procedures that have 
characterised this particular 
case. 

Dr. Maraqa asserts that foe 
accused doctors should not 
have been placed in detention 
before the public prosecutor 
completed bis investigations. 


“We are- not against inves- 
tigations or sending doctors to 
court if there is strong evidence 
of malpractice or negligence on 
the part of the doctors. On foe 
contrary we believe that that 
helps in keeping a good stan- 
dard of medicine in the coun- 
try,” Dr. Maraqa told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

He added however that, 
“what we are against is drat 
action is taken and punishment 
inflicted against doctors before 
they have been tried by a 
responsible court or by the 
JMA’s own review system.” 

Dr. Maraqa said the public 
prosecutor, before ever meet- 
ing or questioning tbe doctors 
on the case, ordered them 
straight to prison. This is a 
move that places doctors under 
the threat of being arrested 
without warning at any time, 
according to the JMA presi- 
dent. 

Dr. Maraqa further objected 
to foe feet that during the 
investigation a representative - 
from the JMA was not present, 
despite foe fact- that such pre'-'"~ 
sence -is" required by law.*”" 

Dr. Bataineh -agreed that a ‘* v 
representative from the JMA 
should have been present dur- 
ing tbe investigation but de- 
nied that other irregularities 
took place during the case. The 
detention of foe doctors. Dr. 
Bataineh said, was necessary 
until bail was secured to ensure 
that foe doctors would appear 
before the court. 

So why were the doctors not 
questioned until July? Dr. 
Bataineh asserts that the gov- 
ernment's investigating com- 
mittee, which was responsible 
for deciding whether or not to 
prosecute, bad called up many 
other witnesses from Decem- 
ber and not until July was it 
ready to call the doctors them- 
selves. The government's in- 
vestigating committee was 
appointed by the Ministry of 
Health on orders from foe 
Ministry of Justice and ulti- 


mately decided that the case 
must be referred to court. 

Before becoming Health 
Minister, Dr. Bataineh worked 
for two years as the Director of 
Medical Services and from 
1980 until 1990 at King Hus- 
sein Medical Centre. While 
telling the Jordan Times that 
he hoped “the court finds these 
doctors innocent,” he also ex- 
pressed his belief that as foe 
Minister of Health he had a 
responsibility to ensure that 
citizens get proper medical 
care. 

Dr. Bataineh admitted that 
the JMA has its own system of 
assuring proper medical care 
and of punishing doctors who 
have proven to be negligent. 
However, he asserted that 
while the JMA’s review system 
is “good to a certain extent ... 
should be more strict.” 

While in the past there have 
been a number of cases in 
Jordan where private sector 
physicians were sued for mal- 
practice and while foe JMA 
had oa.a .few occasions closed 
down private practices for 
similar reasons, this was foe 
first case in which doctors 
working within foe public sec- 
tor had been taken to court for 
reasons of negligence or mal- 
practice. Tbe case thus sets an 
important precedent: 

It is expected that the court 
will complete its deliberations 
and issue its final verdict within 
foe next few months. 

Unlike many other coun- 
tries, Jordan has no system of* 
malpractice insurance and 
according to Dr. Maraqa the 
JMA is reluctant to work for 
establishing such insurance at 
this time since ir may encour- 
age unnecessary accusations 
against doctors and would cer- 
tainly lead to a dramatic rise in 
medical fees to cover the insur- 
ance costs. However, Dr. 
Maraqa believes that insur- 
ance, will soon become a ne- 
cessity. 


1 1 -day water 
harvest 
meeting 
to open 
in Amman 

AMMAN (Petra) — An 11- 
day symposium on water col- 
lection dams (water harvest) 
will be held Sunday August 16, 
at the University of Jordan's 
Agriculture Faculty. Tbe sym- 
posium aims at briefing ‘partici- 
pants on the concept of water 
harvest, methods of collecting 
water for increasing agricultu- 
ral production in areas where 
rainfall is low, and training 
them on bow to run foe water 
harvest systems in the field. 
Tbe symposium is organised by 
tbe faculty of agriculture in 
cooperation with the Interna- 
tional Centre for Agricultural 
research in Dry Areas (ICAR- 
DA). Taking part in foe -sym- 
posium wfll be 13 agricultural 
engineers from Jordan, Syria, 
Iraq, Oman and Yemen. 


House continues scrutiny 
of public sector debts 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A parliamen- 
tary report on Audit Bureau 
work from 1987 to 1990 and a 
1992 draft law on Press Publica- 
tions will be further scrutinised by 
the Lower House of Parliament 
on Sunday. 

Tbe Audit Bureau has reported 
to the parliament financial com- 
mittee that government depart- 
ments owed JD531 million and 
that the Telecommunication Cor- 
poration (TCC) and tbe national 
airline Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
together owe another JD117 mil- 
lion, a bill outstanding since 1987. 

Deputies speaking at previous 
sesSions debating foe bureau’s 
work were unanimous in calling 
for stricter rules to streamline 
financial divisions in all govern- 
ment offices. They aim deman- 
ded penalties for violators of foe 
law. 

Twenty-one deputies have 
spoken so far and Sunday's ses- 
sion is expected to host more 
deputies’ views before parliament 
recommends how the govera- 


ment can solve domestic inde- 
btedness. 

Also on Sunday, parliament 
will tackle articles of foe draft law 
on press and publications. So far, 
parliament has covered only nine 
out of 59 articles. 

In foe last session on Wednes- 
day, the House approved article 
six after introducing a number of 
amendments, article seven, eight 
and nine were approved without 
any changes. 

In the amendment to article 
six, tire House ruled that a jour- 
nalist’s source of information, 
particularly when the information 
is connected with state security, 
will only be revealed before 
court. The draft law calk for 
more public freedoms and free- 
dom of the press and allows 
political parties to publish their 
own periodicals and papers. 

The Lower House scheduled 
another session Monday to bear a 
report on foe progress of the 
House’s investigation committee. 
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Step in stair case 

THE LABOUR-ied campaign to amend the 1986 
Israeli law that forbade any contact with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) on the premise that it 
is a “terrorist 7 ’ organisation is a step in the. right 
direction to correct a gross mistake in lodgement by 
the former Likud government of Yitzhak Shamir. The 
continued Israeli pretension that it may negotiate 
peace with the Palestinian side without the blessing of 
their effective national institution, the PLO, has to end 
in order for the Palestinian-Israeli bilateral peace talks 
to have a chance to register progress and come to 
fruition. Incumbent Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin appears determined to improve the Israeli 
negotiating posture with the Palestinian side by dealing 
with the reality of the Palestinian house. The last 
r emaining obstacle for putting the next round of 
bilateral peace talks in the proper context is to 
complement this belated .Israeli change of heart by a 
corresponding U.S. return to realism and resuming its 
suspended dialogue with the PLO. Such a move by 
Washington in the wake of the expected Israeli 
rectification of its 1986 law would put the last 
remaining part of the jigsaw puzzle in place in 
anticipation of the Washington Aug. 24 round of 
bilateral talks between Israel and the various Arab 
parties to the peace process. There is, of course, no 
guarantee that the Israeli change of position on the 
PLO would necessarily mean a substantive change in 
the Israeli conception of peace terms with the Palesti- 
nians. There is still a fundamental difference between 
|be two sides on the ultimate shape and content of the 
peace treaty to be concluded between them. With the 
Palestinians determined to attain complete independ- 
ence and sovereignty rights, over their territories, the 
Israeli side, even under theleadership of Rabin, has 
yet to yield on that substaniative point as it seems to 
ding to the notion that the Palestinians may be 
permanently denied sovereignty rights over their 
national soil and accept instead an advanced degree of 
sdf-snle. This dividing line between the two -parties 
thus awaits resolution within the framework of the 
bilateral peace talks. The Palestinian leadership real- 
ises now more than ever before that their final 
objective cannot be achieved in one fell swoop but mnst 
be realised in a piecemeal approach with one step at a 
time tiD they reach a modus operand! with the Israeli 
side on the basis of peaceful coexistence and mutual 
recognition and respect The existing unique favour- 
able conditions for negotiating just and permanent 
peace treaties between Israel and the various Arab 
parties offer historic opportunities for both sides to 
bring back to the area regional peace and harmony. 
The Israeli new government is moving in the right 
direction by contemplating changing the archaic 1986 
law. And it needs to follow up on it by taking more 
positive measures to enhance Palestinian confidence in 
Israeli intentions. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahd A1 Fanek 




AL RAT Arabic daily Saturday voiced apprehension over the 
prospect of Americas pressure on the Arabs in the coming weeks 
to force them to succumb to Prime Minister Rabin's plans for the 
Palestinians and its dismay over Washington’s grant of billions of 
dollars in loan guarantees to Israel. The paper said that the 
American president is expected to exercise pressure on die Arabs 
in a bid to appease the Israelis and so win the Jewish votes in die 
coming presidential elections; with the loan guarantees Israel is 
bound to be encouraged to adhere to fris intransigent position 
while continuing the process of building settlements and exploit- 
ing the new loans. Upon his return home , Mr. Rabin said in a 
statement that he .bad achieved the purpose of the visit to die 
United States, noting that the construction of 11,000 bonus for 
new Jewish immigrants wili continue, said the paper. This dearly 
indicates that Mr. Rabin is now armed with sufficient fhnds and 
backing from the United States to implement Zionists’ plots and 
reveals that the prime minister and the American president have 
reached agreement cm the means of dealing with die Arabs in die 
coming session of the Arab-IsraeH peace negotiations, die paper 
added. It said that the Arab parties should remain vigilant and 
should adopt a united stand to deal with the U.S. -Israeli alliance if 
they want to accomplish concrete results. It should be noted, said 
the paper, that the Arab side has no more concessions to make in 
the face of any possible pressure from Washington and therefore 
the Arabs should adhere to their principled stand vis-a-vis the 
Palestine question and the termination of Israeli occupation of 
Arab lands. The paper urged Arab leaden to hold an urgen t 
meeting with the purpose of reaching a muted policy to deal with 
the coming events. 

A COLUMNIST in AI Ra’l focused public attention on the plight 
of a small district within Marks district, in east Amman, whose 
residents lack die important service of sewerage. Nazih said that 
Al Warmanat district within Marka is deprived of this Tgtal service 
despite the fact that the water Authority of Jordan and the 
municipality have been charging them fees for this service. Homes 
along a whole street and its neighbouring alleys, together with a 
government school in that small isolated district, are cot off from 
the public seweres, and have to depend on their own means to 
dispose of their waste, said the writer. The residents have 
repeatedly tried to have their complaint addressed and have 
approached one official after another but were u ns uccessful, said 
the writer. 


Yes , the Jordanian economy is viable 


It is part of the conventional wisdom among Jordanian economists 
and policy-makers to be pessimistic concerning the outlook of the 
Jordanian economy and its future. An optimist may sound like a 
dreamer or a wishful thinker who is not aware of the real situation ’ 
and the facts surrounding him. The ultimate pessimism is to judge 
the Jordanian economy as not viable, its growth as unsustainable, 
its progress as reversible, and its life as bound to always depend 
on foreign financial aid. 

Being pessimistic about the state of affairs of an economy can 
be defined as seeing tilings worse than they actually are, and 
predicting that they will get even worse with the passage of time. 
Being optimistic can be defined as seeing things better than they 
actually are, and forecasting further improvements that will just 
happen with time. Optimism and pessimism are equally wrong 
and fail to understand the situation and deal with it. Such extreme 
attitudes can be found even in the U.S. or Japan. 

Let us put aside both optimism and pessimism for a moment 
and search for the realistic indicators, live experiments, objective 
and impartial testimonies which stem from realistic evaluation not 
from wishful thinking. 

We now have an official document prepared by the experts of 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank, 
which determined, in facts and figures, that the Jordanian 
economy can be reformed, its imbalances can be adjusted and its 
distortions can be removed. The document asserts that the 
financial deficit in the budget and the trade deficit in the balance 


of payments can be covered and that the foreign exchange gap can 
be dosed within seven years, ending 1998- . 

. The credit scenario I am referring to is the seven-years 
economic adjustment program m e, which the above mentions 
international institutions took part in formulating, and which 
proved that Jordan can become financially and economically 
independent and no longer in need of foreign aid. The policies, 
targets, and measures specified in the programme are by no 
means wishful thinking or unrealistic objectives by dreamers or 
propagandists. 

TTie first comprehensive review .of the Jordanian economy's 
performance, which took place in mid 1992, proved beyong doubt 
that Jordan outperformed the programme and that the actual 
results were far better than the expectations and the set targets. 

For the first time Jordan has an international document 
certificate that can and must be shown to Arab and foreign 
countries alike, and, perhaps in foe first place, to our own 
politicians and analysts. The document concludes that the 
Jordanian economy is not inherently deficient, will not necessarily 
remain for ever dependent on external subs dies and that it can 
stand tall on its own feet, and become self-sufficient by the end of 
1998. . J .. „ . 

Of course the accomplish meTrt of viability and scu-sulliciency 
will not happen simply by waiting for seven years. It will happen 
only if Jordan adheres to the programme, applies the sound 
policies specified there, and tackles the identified distortions and 


. . , ^ We have ,o continue our wholehearted drive to 
imbalances. We nave ^ economise our public 

reduce .impoi^, curb increase exports, 

expenditure, while sam nue The steps required 

encourage investments, and . itber _ what we have 

our ability and 
SUSTrf the tunnel, which is worth the 

of economic reform a ^ democratisation 

process. The wo radeavours 

“brothers” or the “friends.” it will depend on the efforts of the 

Jontanans. ^ article in Al Dustour newspaper clmming in 
the very title that “the Jordanian economy is viable and can be 
self-sufficient. At that time I could prove it. Unfortunately we 
went in the opposite direction for 17 years, and our dependenqr 
on external aid and borrowing was onthe rise. 
of tine Jordanian economy is evidenced by the IMF World Bank 
document. Furthermore, we will know the path we took towards 
viability, targeted for 1998, was right when we shall have 
sustainable growth and development and no longer remain under 
the mercy of external and unpredictable circumstances. 


Where does Baker departure leave U.S. foreign policy 


By Carol Giacomo 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Democrats 
are shooting “don’t go” as Presi- 
dent George Bush calls James 
Baker back to White House duty, 
arguing that Mr. Baker's depar- 
ture as secretary of state will 
harm U.S. foreign policy at a 
crucial time. 

But senior U.S. officials i nsi st 
Mr. Baker will continue to meld 
great influence on foreign as well 
as domestic policy and the only 
thing threatened by the move is 
President Bush’s democratic riv- 
al, Bill Ctinion. 

After much speculation, Mr. 
Bush finally announced that the 
62-year-old Baker, his old friend 
and trusted political sidekick, 
would move to the White House 
as chief of staff and senior coun- 
sellor — a kind of overall major 
domo of policy and political 
strategy. 

It boosted the spirits of Repub- 
licans who have watched Mr. 
Bush foil m early 30 points behind 
Mr. Clinton in public opinion 
polls. But it rattled the political 



James Baker 

opposition and some world lead- 
ers, as well as troubling some 
foreign policy experts. 

“America stands at a critical 
juncture in world affairs,” Demo- 
cratic Senator Joseph Bklen of 
Delaware warned in a speech that 
anticipated the shift. 

“It is bad enough that U.S. 
foreign policy already lacks a 
vision. It would be worse still if it 
were now to lose the skilled 
management and leadership 
Secretary Baker provides.” 


China’s intellectuals 


By Kathy Wilhrim 

The Associated Press 
PEKING — Building a better 
moustrap has rarely made anyone 
rich in China, until now. 

After four decades of persecut- 
ing and underpraying intellec- 
tuals, communist authorities have 
begun offering big money to 
these who help the country mod- 
ernize. 

They hope to stem the west- 
ward brain drain of tens of 
thousands of young scientists and 
scholars Inred by bigger 
paychecks, better facilities, more 
freedom in research, even longer 
lives. Official surveys indicate 
Chinese scholars have worse diets 
than manual laborers and tend to 
die younger. 

The notion that brainpower is 
valuable burst upon China this 
year through the example of Zhu- 
hai, which has grown rich by 
learning from the capitalists next 
door in Hong Kong. The south- 
ern boomtown announced that it 
was giving a local engineer 
$200,000, a car and an apartment. 

Chi B inyuan, tire engineer, de- 
veloped a better method for ex- 
tracting .a clotting agent from 
animal blood and helped open a 
"factory to produce ft. 

Official media said it was the 
largest sum given any intellectual 
in four decades of communism. 
Columnists debated whether big ■ 
rewards showed the right socialist 
spirit. 

Senior leader Deng Xiaoping 
seemed to provide the answer 
with a new slogan that “science 
and technology are the No. 1 
productive force,” tire key to 
catching up with the West. 

Suddenly, dozens of cities and 
factories were giving rewards to 
scientists and investors. 

Shunyi county- north of Peking 
gave a care and $3,700 to a 
biologist who had spent two de- 
cades helping farmers breed bet- 
ter pigs- 

Honan province in central Chi- 
na presented more than.S92.000 
to six scientists who developed a 
higher-yield strain of wheat 

Shanghai announced plans to 
pick half a dozen top scientists 
every two yeans and pay them 
more than $9,000 each for their 
contributions to society. 

Officials said tire central gov- 
ernment, whidi began granting 
$18 monthly bonuses to a few 
scholars in 1990, was greatly ex- 
panding the prog ramme . 

Scientists at the Institute of 
( Botany, whose base pay. of $33 a 
-month is less than most street 
• peddlers make, now get a share v 
■.of what the institute earns from 
selling their ideas. 


“One person developed a plant 
strain with a high 03 content,” 
said Zhang Xinshi, director of the 
institute. “We sold the informa- 
tion to a factory for 100,000 yuan 
($18,500). Twenty per cent went 
to that person.” 

The institute had not done tins 
before because “people said ft 
would be capitalist,” Mr. Zhang 
said, but “now there’s no limit.” 

Of the tensions among resear- 
chers created by new disparities 
in wealth, be said: “If yon think 
someone else has too much, yon 
can come up with an invention 
too." 

Towns use money to lure big- 
city scientists who can help them 
start profitable ventures. 

Lugouqiao, a Peking suburb, 
has promised a car, apartment 
and 100,000 yuan in cash — an 
entire career’s wages — to any- 
one whose hig h-tech idea nets 1.5 
million yuan ($277,000) for the 
township. 

More than 100 scientists have 
sent proposals, said Xiao Neng- 
quan, general manager of the 
.township conglomerate that owns 
most shops and factories. 

“Society is advanced, so now 
we let some smart, able people 
get rich in order to encourage 
them,” said Mr. Xiao, a heavy, 
rough-speaking man who (fid not 
. peed a college degree to get his 
muxntanr post. 

Mr. Xiao’s attitude and back- 
ground reflect a more deeply 
rooted problem facing China’s 
intel lectua ls. They want respect 
and trust, not just money. i 

Many leading communists ' ! 
come from peasant families and 
are suspicions of anyone who 
does not earn a living by physcal 
labour. 

Position of authority in factor- 
ies, even research institutes, 
usually go not to college gradu- 
ates or technical experts, but to 
people with the right “class back- 
ground.” That means parents 
who were workers, 1 peasants or 
sokfieis. 

The policy of sending intellec- 
tuals to tire count ry side to “learn 
from the masses” supposedly en- 
ded in 1976 with Mao Tse-Tung’s 
death. But in 1990, the govern- 
ment ordered all college gradu- 
ates to do just that for two years 
before taking state jobs. 

Mr, Zhang said, however, that 
tire governm e nt’s new willingness 
to invest money in intellectuals is 

“I thiJfsome leaders realise 
that, unless science and technolo- 
gy advance, China wifi always be 
backward.” be said. “And if sci- 
ence develops, then workers and 
peasants benefit too.” 


Qai borne Pell, a Rhode bland 
Democrat and chairman of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee, also protested: “Jim Bak- 
er was doing such an excellent job 
as secretary of state that I believe 
this move is a mistake and not in 
the national interest.” 
Republicans were tickled by 
these plaudits, which they are 
expected to use against Demo- 
crats m the campaign. 

“I’m sure that Secretary Baker 
is pleased and proud of this new- 
found respect he’s getting from 
Democrats — and eat your heart 
oat, folks.” said White House 
spokesman Marlin Fitzwater. 

Mr. Bosh and Mr. Baker take 
credit for helping lead the world 
through a revolutionary period in 
which communism collapsed, the 
cold war ended, Germany 
reunited and a U.S.-led coalition 
defeated Iraq’s Saddam Hussein 
in the Gulf war. 

But there is serious unfinished 
business as Mr. Baker admitted 
on Thursday in a forewel address 
to more than 1,000 employees 
who packed the State Depart- 
ment auditorium. 


One major challenge is the 
Mideast peace talks, whidi re- 
sume on August 24 in Washing- 
ton and are believed to be on the 
verge of producing their first sub- 
stantive results. 

This process of face-to-face 
negotiations between Arabs and 
Israelis, which many doubted 
would come to pass, was put 
together painstakingly by Mr. 
Baker over nine trips to the re- 
gion. Some say it only advances 
when he is directly involved. 

A senior U.S. official, speaking 
anonymously, sought to allay 
fears on this score, saying Mr. 
Baker and top aide Dennis Ross 
— one of four top state aides 
Baker is taking with him — will 
now direct Mideast polity from 
the White House. 

“We now have a good negotiat- 
ing process under way and in the 
final analysis that’s going to 
achieve rentits only if the parties 
want to achieve results,” the offi- 
cial told reporters. 

“However, the fact that we are 
going to the White House does 
not mean that we are in any way 
precluded from being actively in- 


volved to the extent that we have 
time to be or want to be," be 
added. 

Mr. Ross would be involved 
“very actively” whfle Mr. Baker 
would be involved “as the need 
arises," the senior official said. 

But there are other presang 
matters as well, such as the war in 
Bosnia-Herzcgovina. another in 
Somalia, the uncertain future of 
the former Soviet Union and Sad- 
dam Hussein in Iraq. 

Mr. Baker and his team say he 
will continue to exert strong influ- 
ence on these and other foreign 
policy matters because he wfll be 
on the national Security Council, 
whidi handles such major issues 
when they come to the president ‘ 
for action. 

Deputy Secretary of State 
Lawrence Eagleburger, who will 
be acting secretary when Mr. 
Baker leaves effective August. 
23, is a respected career foreign 
service officer who wfll be a 
competent caretaker of the basic 
foreign policy machinery. 

The State Department went 
into a pre-election paralysis 
several months ago and Mr. Eag- 


leburger will not attempt new 
policy initiatives, which would be 
inappropriate in this limbo phase, 
a senior official told Reuters. 

Some politicians and experts 
have accrued Mr. Baker of politi- 
cising the State Department — 
which traditionally is supposed to 
shun partisanship — and there 
are fears his White House move 
will politicise foreign polity even 
more. 

State Department historian 
Evan Duncan said he could not 
recall another instance when a 
secretary of state had left his post 
to head the White House or a 
campaign. 

Mr. Baker, who ran Mr. Bash’s 
1988 campaign, has long been the 
epitome of the political operative 
and drew much of his power and 
prestige from his relationship 
with Mr. Bush. This does not 
change in tire move from state to 
the White House. 

Whether Mr. Baker returns to 
state after the election is an open 
question. But some are betting 
that Mr. Baker, who only reluc- 
tantly leaves his prestigious state 
post, will be back. 
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By Geoff Raby 


TO KNOW the past is to know 
something of the future. But this 
is not a simple matter of drawing 
straight lines from the past to 
predict the f u t ur e as the Club of 
Rome analysts once did. 

Nor is it to assert like Marx and 
other great philosophers of ear- 
lier tunes that history has in t ern al 
mechanical laws of motion which, 
once discovered, would reveal 
the future. 

Neither, however, is the past 
just chaos. Patterns recur over 
time. And it is these which may 
tell us something of the forces at 
work today shaping our fiitnre 
world. 

From a very long-run perspec- 
tive it is evident that world econo- 
mic leadership and centres of 
political and military power have 
moved constantly around the 
globe. Moreover, periods of lead- 
ership have become shorter. 

Athenian Greece surpassed 
Egypt, then Imperial Rome over- 
took Greece. After the foil of 
Rome, die Arab World was the 
centre of scholarship, econ omi c 
achievement and technological 
sophistication. It was eclipsed in 
the 10th century when Song Chi- 
na ushered in a long period of 
cultural and technological bril- 
liance. 

In the 15th century, the global 
economic ascendancy of Europe 
began. This shaped the modern 
world. It began in the Mediterra- 
nean — first with tire Italian city 
states, later overtaken by Spain 
and Portugal. 

World economic leadership 
was then snatched by the tiny 
United Provinces (principally 
Holland), winch in turn lost it to 
Britain. By the late I9th century, 
Britain was sharing economic 
leadership with Ge rman y and the 
United States. 

Whfle the 20th cent ur y has 
been that of the U.S., in the 
dosing years U.S. economic pre- 
eminence is under serious chal- 
lenge from Japan. Significantly, 
Japan has begun to draw other 
parts of East Asia into its growth - 
orbit 

Today we stand on the edge of 
yet another epochal shift in world 
economic power. In the 21st cen- 
tory, for toe first time since Song 
Gana, the centre of gravity of the 
world economy is likely to be in 
East Asia. 

A process which began in 
Japan may reach its apogee in 
Qnna, with a population of some 
LS bfflkm in 50 yean. India win 
have a s i milar population. If the 
economic and institutional re- 
forms wh id i have just started in 


India proceed, tire 21 A century 
may come to be dominated by 
these Asian mega-societies. 

No simple explanation exists 
for the big shifts in the global 
economy. But much depends on 
the interplay between technolo- 
gical and institutional change. 
Followers have an advantage. 
Adaptive, flexible followers are 
drawn along in the slipstream of 
leaders by adopting their technol- 
ogy and penetrating their mar- 
kets. At some point, momentum 
bnflds and followers may pass. 

However, tins is not inevitable. 
False starts occur. The actual 
outcome depends on whether in- 
stitutions either accommodate or 
resist technological and economic 
change. Flexible institutions — 
be they trade onions, government 
boreaenrades, private firms, or 
the law — wfll be a key to 
Australia’s future. 

Historically, economic growth 
has both nurtured and sustained 
political strength and cultural and 
intellectual attainment These in 
turn reinforced economic dynam- 
ism. 

Economic growth has occurred 
under many d iffer ent political 
systems and has been indifferent 
to culture and religion. But the 
flexibility of markets has been 
crucial for sustained economic 
growth and will continue to be so. 

Massive hi vestment 

_ Technological change, espe- 
cially in communicataona, has 
drawn the many parts of. the 
world closer. Globalisation has 
been under way for mfflemria. Its 
principal and eafliest vehicle was 
trade. Knee the rise In the 16th 
century of the vast, European, 
txans-oceanic e m p ir es, invest- 
ment has become a major instru- 
ment of globalisation as wefl. 

The demands of empire and 
more recently the global reach of 
corporations have led to massiv e 
investment in technological 
change in global communica- 
tions. The fame will see the- 
■worid shrink ever more quickly. 

In the 20th century, toe Age of 
Empire came to an end. With the 
collapse of empires, multilateral 
bodies such as the United Na- 
tions, the General Agree me nt mi 
Tariffs and Trade and the World 
Bank were created to provide an 
institutional framework for a 
smaller, more closely integrated 
world. 

The creation of Asia Pacific 
Economic Cooperation (APEC) 
has been the most recent step, ft 
was also a recognition of the rise 


of Pacific economic power. The 
process of global institution 
budding wfll continue apace, par- 
ticularly in die Aria-Pacific Re- 
gion. 

Patterns observed from the 
past tefl ns something of the 
forces shaping the future. But ft is 
not posable to read exactly what 
the future will be from the past, 
and even less so from the present 
Societies winch have done well 
forking periods have been able to 
accommodate change by reacting 
positively to human creative 
efforts, tiie most important of 
winch have been technological 
and institutional innovations. 

Great powers which were over- 
taken had -become resistant to 
change. Decay was then acceler- 
ated by political systems which 
came to be concerned mainly 
with redistributing wealth, for ex- 
ample by imposing tariffs rather 
than raising productivity to create 
more wealth. 

Australia's decade-long pro- 
cess of micro-economic reform in 
the 1980s, especially policies 
taken to internationalise the Au- 
stralian economy, and the suc- 
cessful attack on inflation have 
been important steps towards 
creating Australia’s fiitnre. So, 
too, have been the joint efforts of 
government and the private sec- 
tor to re-orientate Australia to- 
wards Aria. 

But to stay in the race, let 
alone mow ahead, the following 
at least wfll need to become 
widafy accepted in the commun- 
ity as national goals. 

Maximum openness will be 
necessary to draw on the world’s 
Stock of technological, scientific 
and managerial knowledge. This 
will mdnde openness to trade and 

investment as well as people who 

bring with them expertise. And 
compe tition from openness win 
ensure that s ca rce resonroes are 
used for raising productivity and 
not diverted into unproductive 
rent-seeking activities merely to . 
art tile cake differently. 

Maximu m support, both public 
and private, wfll be required fa 
intellectual effort in all fields and 
at all- levels. Elementary edoca- 
tfon iaashnportantin tins process 
as is advanced research. If pur- 
sued vigorously, Australia wfll 
become more efficient at both 
drawing on the world's stock of 
knowledge and contributing to ft. 

Maximum effort should be 
djrected at recasting Australia’s 
i n s tit utio ns so' that they become 
responsive to rapid dany Au- 
stralia's 'future . success will re- 


quire change to be at the centre 
of the country’s political and so- 
cial fabric. Part of this process 
will require Australia’s institu- 
tions to become truly internation- 
al. 

Maximum investment will be 
needed fa Australia to become a 
global economy and to stay 
abreast of this wo rid- wide, 
accelerating trend. This will re- 
quire, among many other things, 
tiie very best of international 
co mm u ni cations — transport, 
telecommunications, and electro- 
nic exchange of information. 

Language and cultural skills 

Maximum application wfll be 
necessary for the population to 
have an international outlook. 
Essential skills, such as foreign 
languages and dose knowledge of 
other cultures, will be required by 
many Australians. Australians 
wfll need to become as familiar 
with Asian cultures and lan- 
guages as the Dutch or Scandina- 
vians are with English and Ger- 
man. 

National self-knowledge 
mronglr knowing their, own past 
wfll be essential if Australians are 


to become more international 
and remain confident and aware 
of Australia’s assets and 
strengths, especially its liberal 
P c ™ocrafic traditions and intd- 
lectual capacities. 

Maximum participation in re- 
gonal and global institution 
omitting is essential to ensure 
Australia’s interests are repre- 
sented fully. Middle-power coali- 
tion buMing has proved an effeo- 
five means tor Australia to influ- 
ence international bodies. The 
skills we lave acquired in the 
process will become an in* 
creasingly valuable national re- 
source. 

These represent sane of tiie 
g 11 111 ™"^ conditions for Austra- 
jfoto create its future next con- 
toy- The past is tittered with 
CTam P*«« of societies which (fid 
owcoflfront the fixture but pro- 
taxed themselves from rfumgf 
and became insular. We should 
take heed of such disasters. 

£ Dr. Geoff Raby is head of the 
Asia Analytical Unit in the 
DophiLwcnt of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade (DFAT). The unit’s 
report was Australia 
am North-East Arinin the 1990s: 
A cceleratin g Ojsug^ This article 
fa m “Insigbf’, An- 
.straban foreign affairs and trade 
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Bush sees convention as springboard to reelection 


By Gene Gibbons 
Renter 


WASHINGTON — President 
George Bosh has- gone from 
being a hero of the Gulf war to 

political underdog in little 'more 
than a year because of the spongy 

economy, but don’t sell him short 

in bis battle for a second term. 

Despite ins meltdown in the 
public opinion polls and Demo- 
cratic challenger Bill Clinton’s 
surging popularity, analysts say 
the embattled Republican presi- 
dent is less of an underdog in the 
November 3 election than most 
people think. 


■ “You want to remember, every 

time you tend to write off George 
Bush, he-makes the big play,” his 
- long-time -mentor ^ former Presi- 
dent Richard NixOn, has sakL 

■ Independent political analyst 
’ Stephen Hess agreed. 

“It’s still the first inning,” he 
said, using a baseball term for die 
beginning of a game. 4 T think it’s 
going to be an extremely dose 
Section.” 

Mr. Bush, an athletic 68-year- 
old leader known for his frac- 
tured syntax and lopsided grin. 


regards his party’s nominating 
convention in Houston next week 
as the launching pad for his poli- 
tical comeback. 

He has enlisted one-time chief 
Nixon spee chwri ter Raymond 
Price, a w n fa n i th renowned for 
his visionary rhetoric, to help 
prepare his acceptance speech. 

Mr. Bush's too, could use die 
convention to exercise one of the 
powers of incumbency — the 
ever-present ability to explode a 
political bombshell. 

In addition, before or during 
the four-day meeting, Mr. Bush 
will announce that Secretary of 
State James Baker, who has 
served as trail boss of four pre- 
vious presidential campaigns, will 
move to the White House to 


supervise the reelection effort, 
administration sources said.' 

Then the battle will be joined, 
and the following 10 weeks wfli 
likely bring one of the nastiest 
U.S. political battles in modern 


This was foreshadowed by a 
recent Bush campaign statement 
that tried to rekindle charges that 
Mr. Cfintou has been unfaithful 
to Ins wife, and the Arkansas 
governor’s sharp rejoinder that 
he probably isn’t the only would- 
be leader whose marriage isn’t 
perfect 

Mr. Bush himself was forced 
on Tuesday to deny a report of a 
past affair with an aide. “It is a 
lie,” he said. 

“After my being hounded and 


pounded for the last nine months 
... you’re going to see some hard- 
hitting attacks (on CHutoa)," Mr. 
Bush vowed last week. “I am 
tired of being slugged by these 
people.” 

The Democrats have plenty of 
issues with which to pound Mm — 
chief among them the economy’s 
poor performance. 

Although he promised in 1988 
to create 30 million new jobs in 
eight years, Mr. Bush has pres- 
ided over die most anaemic re- 
cord of economic growth since 
Herbert Hoover, father of the 
great depression. 

“Marching in place,” a new 
book about Mr. Bush's presiden- 
cy by Time magazine writers 
Michael Duffy and Daniel Good- 


game, also notes that Mr. Bush 
not only broke his 1988 promise 
of “no new taxes.” bnt presided 
over the biggest four-year in- 
crease in total taxes as a percen- 
tage of the U.S. gross national 
product in American history. 

Even his widely acclaimed Gulf 
war leadership has been marred 
by Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein’s survival in office and inter- 
mittent defiance of U.N. cease- 
fire terms. 

Still, Mr. Bush has several sig- 
nificant factors in his favour, tn- 
dnding Ross Perot’s decision to 
abandon his independent bid for 
the presidency. 

Although polls so for show Mr. 
Clinton benefitting from Mr. 
Perot’s decision, some 


believe it will someday be viewed 
as the turning point of Mr. Bush's 
bid for reelection because it res- 
tored a pro-Re publican bias in 
the allocation of electoral votes, 
the indirect system of selecting a 
president. 

Because of recent voting pat- 
terns in tiie south, the midwest 
farm belt and Rocky Mountain 
stares. Republicans start with ISO 
to 200 of the 270 electoral votes 
needed to win, compared to ab- 
out 100 for. the Democrats. 

Regardless, because of Mr. 
Clinton’s current lead, analysts 
expect a down-and-dirty fight 
right up to November 3. 

Mr. Bush showed his skill at 
brutal bare-knuckles politics four 
years ago when he painted 


Democrat Michael Dukakis as 
spineless, unpatriotic liberal w 
delighted m giving savage trim 
als weekened furloughs fre 
prison. 

He has vowed to avo 
“sleaze” in ins contest with N 
Clinton, bnt how well he sticks 
that promise uni probably depe* 
on how one defines the word 

“Fve been telling people f 
months not to count (Bush) ot 
“Richard Ben Cramer, author 
a new book on presidential po 
ties titled “What it Takes,” to 
tiie Boston Globe. 

“He’s the mot ferocious WA5 
(White Anglo-Saxon Protestau 
on the planet. He’ll come back 
you with a broken bottle,” M 
Cramer said. 


i. - 


Tribalism overrides Madaba politics 


(Continued from page 1) 


“To report that the Brother- 
hood demands that Christians be 
removed from the ballot counting 
committees is aimed at mating 
religious strife'” read a statement 
published by the Brotherhood. 
’The article tried to antagonise 
tiie Christians in Madaba agianst 
Mr. Azaideh,” said the Brother- 
hood statement underlining the 
feet that the Brotherhood candi- 
date, Mr. Khreibat, is a member 
of the same dan as tiie late 
deputy’s, who was one of the 
most popular House members. 

The Brotherhood version of 
the demands made by its candi- 
date said they were a request for 
“a recomposition of the commit- 
tees in areas with special sensitivi- 
ties.” 

This request was widely inter- 
preted to mean the Christian 
voters in Madaba who have an 
estimated 3,000 voters. 

Mr. Khreibat is not expected to 
pick up any of the Christian 
votes, observers say. 

The Brotherhood’s statement 
also stressed that • Tuesday's 
stand-off, which occurred when a 


convoy of cars carrying Brother- 
hood supporters beaded for a 
rally in Mleih, was tribal not 
ideological. The statement 
affirmed that the rally was held 
and that the speakers included 
Brotherhood members from both 
Madaba and other parts of Jor- 
dan. It specifically nam ed Karak 
Deputy Ahmad Kafaween, as 
one of the speakers. • 
According to a Bani Hamida 
version of the story no “non- 
natives of Madaba spoke at tiie 
Brotherhood rally that day.” 
The Brotherhood also rejected 
allegations made by Shihan that 
their supporters had blacked out 
election posters of Fawaz Abu 
Ghanem, who is also in the run- 
ning for the Madaba seat. 

Many political observers in 
Madaba believe that it is 
irrelevant who is giving the real 
version of events. “The issues are 
not who is teOmg the truth. The 
issue is that tribalism is threaten- 
ing the strongest organised poli- 
tical force in the country,” said 
one seasoned political analyst 
form Madaba. “Many people in 
Madaba think what happened 


anyone in Jordan,” the analyst 


According to Bani Hamida 
members, Mr. Kbreabat tried to 
play until tribal affiliations only 
one day before the “incident” in 
Mleih took place. “Mr. Khreibat 
said that foe ‘Azaidehs’ were 
coming to Mleih to hold a rally,” 
said one Bani Hamida member. 

The reference to his tribal affi- 
liation rather than to his political 
group made people in the Bam 
Hamida district angry because 
they felt that another tribe was 
“moving in,” according to obser- 
vers. 

According to local analysts, the 
Brotherhood is expected to get 
“at least” 1,500 votes from the 
8,000 Bani Hamida members. 

The Palestinian votes in Mada- 
ba, estimated at 3000, are ex- 
pected to be split between Mr. 
Khreibat and Mr. Shakhanbeh. 


with tiie majority going to Mr. 
Khreibat. 

Approximately 2,400 Christ- 
ains expected to vote in Tues- 
day’s elections and a “big major- 
ity'’ is expected to vote in favour 
of Mr. Abo Ghanem, a former 
government official, with a small 
number going fo Mr. Shakhan- 
beh. 

On the other hand, the Balga- 
wieh vote is expected to be split 
between Mr. .Khreibat and Mr. 
Abu Ghanem. No Balgawieh 
votes are expected to go to Mr. 
Shakhanbeh, according to obser- 
vers. 

With a few exceptions the 
1,500 Bam Hami da supporters of 
the Brotherhood will vote on 
“strictly tribal lines,” said one 
observer. 

Some 26,000 voters have pick- 
ed up their registration cards and 
that same number of voters is 
expected to turn out for Tues- 
day’s elections. 


was wrong because there should 
be no ‘off-imrits’ territory for 


‘Bilateral talks could be delayed’ 

(Continued from page 1) 


As a result, the analyst said, 
“Israel wiB be going to tiie (next 
round of) talks with an added 
confidence and may not be will- 
ing to be forthcoming, and tfifo 
will not be in the Arab interests.” 

“The issue':ildm not s£em to’ 
have been given the importance it 
deserves in the Arab World,” tiie 
analyst said. “It is a major issue 
and should not be left neglected.” 

In his comments carried by the 
AP, Dr. Shaath said the FLO was 
waiting for an explanation from 
the U.S. government. “The U.S. 
decision to approve loan guaran- 
tees is considered a step back- 
ward in the U.S. adrmnistration’s 
position on the peace process,” 
he said. “We have asked the 
American side for explanations 
about the loan guarantees and the 
conditions they have set concern- 
ing settlements.” 

Dr. S h a ath said there was a 
possibility that the Arab dele- 
gates to tiie peace talks might 
meet soon with the representa- 
tives of the Gulf Arab Coopera-: 
tiou Council and the Arab. 
Maghreb Union to coordinate 
positions ahead of the next bi- 
lateral and multilateral peace 
talks. 

According to Mr. Hawatmeh, 
tiie first step is to ensure that the 
American loan guarantees are 
given in exchange for a total 
freeze in Israel's settlement con-, 
struction in the occupied territor- 
ies. 

“We have to remember that 
Rabin is a military man and he 
had launched the settlement 
capaigh in the occupied territor- 
ies,” Mr. Hawatmeth told the 
Jordan Times. “I totally reject his 
classification of 'political’ and 
‘security’ settlements and insist 
on a total suspension of all Israeli 
construction in the occupied terri- 
tories.” 

- According to Mr. Hawatmeh, 
who follows a hardline policy in 
Middle East peace-making, if the 
loan guarantees go ahead without 
an Israel move to halt all settle- 
ment construction, then “the 
Palestinians should stay away 
from the peace talks.” 

Mr. Hawatmeh said the PLO 
leadership had drawn up a work- 
ing paper “explicitly stating tiie 
Palestinian position and we in- 
tend to implement this position at 
any cost,” be did not elaborate. 
Senior Palestinian delegates to 

the peace talks have said that any 
step into substantial discussions 
with the Israelis depended on a 

Kabul 

(Continued from page 1) 

them to meet to negotiate a 
ceasefire, bnt a spokesman said 
there were no results because of 
the “stiff attitude adopted by 
both sides.” 

Fundamentalist Hezb leader 
Gnlbnddin Hekmatyar has pot 
forward new conditions for a 
ceasefire, inducting the withdraw- 

al of Gen. Dostum’s militia, his 
arch rival. 


total halt to settlement building 
and respect for the human rights 
of the Palestinian people. 

“Any serious tajks with the 
Israelis depend on Israel meeting 
these two conditions,” mid Mr. 
Hawatmeth. “Until then all talks 
about, setf-govennnept apd jet 
lated Y arrangements ’■amount fo 
nothing.” - * ■ ’ ‘ 

Mr. Rabin said he expected 
agreement with the Palestinians 
by NovemberiDecember on mod- 
alities of Palestinian elections in 
the occupied territories for an 
“administrative council” tO be 
held in April or May next year. 

But Mr. Hawatmeh rejected 
that and said unless Israel fulfils 
the “basic conditions that we pot 
forward nothing is going to go 
forward.” 


I killed, property damaged 


(Continued from page 1) 


According to tiie villager 
and other witnesses, the riots 
erupted when policemen were 
present in the village, but were 
unable to control the crowd 
until reinforcements arrived. 

Between 60 and 70 people 
were said to have been de- 
tained. 

According to two other 
sources, Knfor Som, a town of 
aboqC7,Q0Q inhabitants, was. 
until Saturday surrounded by 
police forces, who Wfecked afi 
entrances to the village “to 
prevent any more riots.” 

In a statement issued late 
Saturday, Mr. Sboul said he 
was briefed on the incidents 
and said aO those found guilty 
would be punished. He said all 
the villagers condemned the 
violence. 

The statement said: 

“The town of Knfor Som in 
Bani Kanana district, Ir bid 


Governorate, was the site of 
regrettable incidents Friday re- 
sulting from a fight between 
two persons from the same 
town. The fight took place in 
the house of one of them in 
Irbtd as a result of a previous 
fend settled in court. At the 
fight, shots were fired from a 
gun carried by one of them and 
caused his death. 

“The other was injured by 
two shots and was transferred 
to hospital, where he is tmder- 
- going treatment now.” 

The.', statement continued 
that “despite taking the normal 
tribal practices usually applic- 
able in such cases, including 
atwa (mediation and immun- 
ity), a group of the murdered 
man’s relatives headed for the 
residences of the father and 
brothers as weD as relatives of 
the alleged murderer in Knfor ■ 
Som town where they set fire 
to 14 houses, cars and shops.” 
Residents said the situation 
was calm by late Saturday. 



FROM 02 JULY 1992, SINGAPORE AIRLINES WITH ITS 
EXCLUSIVE MEGATOP 747 ADDS NEW YORK CITY TO ITS 
INTERNATIONAL ROUTE NETWORK VIA THE ATLANTIC 6 
TIMES WEEKLY. 

PASSENGERS FROM AMMAN CAN NOW ENJOY TRAVEL TO NEW 
YORK ON SINGAPORE AIRLINES VIA FRANKFURT AS FOLLOWS: 


FROM AMMAN 

DAY 

FLT NO 

DEP 

ARR 

AMMAN / FRANKFURT 

SUN 

RJ 125 

0930 

13.05 

FRANKFURT / NEW YORK 

MON 

SQ 026 

08.30 

10.50 


FROM NEW YORK 

■ fTtr- • . 

DAY 

- r *5 '* ** ' • 

FLT NO 

/. ;DEP 

ARR ■ 

NEW YORK / FRANKFURT 
FRANKFURT / AMMAN 

MON 

TUE 

SQ 025 
RJ 124 

21.45 

13.25 

11.15+1 

18.55 



FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE DO NOT HESITATE TO 
CONTACT G.S.A. FOR SINGAPORE AIRLINS "AVIATURIST" 
TEL: 6761 77 / 676186 AMMAN 




JORDAN MARKET PLA CE 


I TtE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
TlCRELIABLE . 


PACKING, AIR FREIGHl 
FORWARDING, DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND , RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN K AWAR & SONS 

604676 604696 ^ 
P.O.BOX 7Q06 




s CROWN 

i •IN'PL-EST. H 
H Packing, shipping, i 
■ forwarding, 'storage, ■ 
m clearing, door-to-door 8 
m service . B 


M5EEI 





;uBCDmni 
YOUR BEST CHOICE 
M JORDAN 

* Kais Orydean, 1 Hr. Service 

☆ Shoes repair * Engraving 

* Keys Service 

☆ Upholstry. curtaro & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 121 056, Fax 
B2S1B3 


i.Ouafity ra' . 

r l^jejaeapp your Sat at 

and- 'get- 
te.'k":'- TV- 

~ phmtip 


STUDIO HAIG 




* 







4 Rent S- Sale 

-Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale - furnished 
or unfurnished* 

- Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 

For further details, please call: 


Tel.: 810605, 810609 
Fax: 810520 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALLSOHA 

AT 




DO 


Aon 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 



n mtm n - m mi m 1 1 m 




TeL fSKSTFZ&ftStt ” 

P. 0-Box 2206 Amman, Jordan 
OB Crete, Jabai Amman 



CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 

I8&-23& 

. Tel: 93-314415 


MOVING ? 


The first ft best " : 
Chinese Restaurant 
' In Jordan 

istCude, Jabai Amman, near 
AhliyyahjGiris School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

... 6:30~MidnJght 

Tati 


Nc' £?£•£ Trust ant 



' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Slreet, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
, Estate, near Kilo 
v Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities.' 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30 - Midnight y 



TAIWAN T0URISH0 


Mr. Chan. D. H. 
Take away service 
& home delivery 

Open daily 
12:00 - 15:30 
18:30 - Midnight 

■Jabai Amman-3rd Circle 
TeL: 641 



8 


40 CXT 


MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Jordan Times 




take care of ifie viortes. 

Door to Door, 

Call the friendly 
professibnals ori 
660507 .(^. 660508 ' 

ARAMEX 4 


AM CAJMb 



Terrace 


fntgmafri crawl Dishes 

& Spanish Specialities 



Open Lunch & Dinner 

JwhuT Amman — 3rd CSzds 
Pi Reservation TO K505D A 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


DAlfOTEL 

,|j£«|l|l= 


r- Amman -Tel 668193 
P O. Bo* 9403 -fax 602434 
. Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 



Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

I Open 11^0-300 £ 6 ;0O-H-JO dully \ 

Take away Is available 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 
I Tel. 661922, Amman 

•net Tasted 
Always Loved 



Fridays 

SUNDAY 

LUNCHEON 

RUFFET 

Res:66512l 
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Jordan International Soccer 
Championship begins today 





- By Aleen Bannayan 
Special to the Jordan Times 
kMMAN — Jordan plays Pakist- 
an in the opening match of -the 
irst Jordan International Soccer 
Championship, organised by the 
ordan Soccer Federation (JSF). 
which will kick off Sunday after- 
loon with eight teams taking 
lart. 

Participating teams have been 
livided into two groups. The first 
ncludes Pakistan. Moldova, 
iudan and Jordan. The second 
.roup includes Algeria, Iraq, 
Congo and Ethiopia. 

The championship, held under 
he patronage of His Royal Higta- 
tess Prince Abdallah Ibn A1 Plus- 
ein and organised on the occa- 
ion of His Majesty King Hus- 
ein's accession to the Throne, 


will be an invaluable chance for 
teams to prepare and assess their 
readiness for the upcoming Arab 
sports tournament due to begin in 
Syria on Sept. 4. 

The championship mil run un- 
til Aug. 29 with the first group 
playing at A! Hussein Youth City 
in Amman and the second group 
playing at A1 Hassan Sports Gty 
in Irbid. 

In the first round, two matches 
will be played daily after which 
four teams will qualify for the 
second Toand The top two teams 
in the second round will play in 
the final while the other two will 
play the match deciding third and 
fourth places. 

Cash awards will be given to 
the top four teams with the win- 
ner receiving S30.000, the runner- 
up $20,000, third place winner 
$10,000 and the fourth $5,000. 

The Ethiopian team, whose 
best achievement was winning the 
African Nation's Cup in 1962, 
will be playing in Jordan for the 
first time. 

Algeria will not be represented 
by its national team, but by Wifaq 
Satif Club, winner of. the 1991 
African Club's Cup. 

Members of Jordan's national 
team, which were only regrouped 
last Monday, have been in a 


training camp for the past week Latif Abdul Majeed explained 


since the JSF announced 


that the exclusion of the last two 


name of the players who will be was due to injury. Informed 
representing Jordan in this cham- sources however say that 


pionship as well as the Arab 
sports tournament. 

Jordan's national team consists 
of: Naser Ghandour, Mohammad 
Mahmoud, *-and Khaldoun 
irsheidat for goalkeeping. 
Mohan nad Mahadin, Jamal Abu 
Abed, Subhi Suleiman, Subhi 
A wad, Hisham Abdul Mun’em, 
Mohammad A1 Khaz'ali, Murad 
A1 Horani, Nan Yadaj, Mousa 
Shteyyan, Aref Hussein, Moham- 
mad Mubarak, Ra'ad AJ Moma- 
ni, Samer Jamil, Mohammad A1 
Ashhab, Maher Abu Hantash. 
Jiryes Tadros, Ahmad Abdul 


Amouri’s injury had not pre- 
vented him from playing through- 
out the fiist division matches and 
that he was ready and able to join 
the training and matches of the 
national team of which he had 
been a member since 1985. 

Officials and trainers of the 
Jordanian national team said they 
hoped the team will make it to 
the semifinals in this cham- 
pionship but stressed that the 
championship will be the greatest 
opportunity to evaluate the 
team's preparedness for the Arab 
sports tournament and the pre- 


Oader, Munib Gharaibeh and' liminaries of the World Cup in 


Jamal Mahmoud. 

There was some speculation as 
to why certain players who had 
been key members of the national 
team had this time been left out 
even though they had a good 
standard during the first division 
matches. 

Missing names include Jihad 
Abut Mun'em, Khaled Aqqouri, 
Mousa Awad, Ftras A1 Khalaileh, 
Ahmad Abu Nasouh and Yousef 
A1 Amouri. 

National team official Moham- 
mad Awad and bead coach Abdul 


which Jordan will play Pakistan, 
Iraq and Yemen. 

The Pakistani team, which ar- 
rived here Saturday, also has 
fresh blood, said the Pakistani 
team coach, Mohammad Aslam. 
"We are looking forward to 
promoting soccer within Pakis- 
tan, which has. for a long time, 
dominated international hockey 
and squash.” 

In the last encounter, at the 
Asian Nations Cup qualifying 
matches held in Malaysia in 1988. 
Jordan beat Pakistan 1-0. 


Young sparkles as U.K., champions feel the strain 


SHEFFIELD, England (Agen- 
nes) — Tired Olympic cham- 
pions Linford Christie and Sally 
junnell received emotional ova- 
ions at an international athletics 
nee ting after successful returns 
o a British track. 

But .the night's sparkle came 
rom 400 metres hurdler Kevin 
I'oung. the only individual world 
ecord breaker at the Olympics. 

The long-legged American, 
vho smashed Ed Moses's world 
nark in Barcelona, took another 
if his great predecessor's records. 

Young ran the fastest race seen 
n Britain to clock 47.67, beating 
doses's mark of 47,94 set five 
'ears ago. 

Fellow American Quincy 
■Vans took the 400 metres, easing 
ip in 44.96. 

Ten newly-crowned individual 
hampons from Barcelona were 


on view, and 32-year-old Christie 
looked dose to tears as he soaked 
up the cheers. 

But it was a tired-looking 
Christie who dispatched a 
mediocre 100 metres field. He got 
off to a poor start and had to 
wake up quickly at halfway be- 
fore easing past American John 
Drummond to win in 10.35 
seconds. 

Gunnell also looked as if the 
exertions of rhe past fortnight ha£ 
taken their toll. She powered into 
the lead early on in the 400 
metres hurdles but then began to 
tire. 

Eventually, she battled to vic- 
tory in 54.69 — almost one and a 
half seconds slower than her Bar- 
celona time. 

Two of the games'other golden 
girls, flying Dutch woman Ellen 
Van Langen (800 metres) and 


American . Gwen Torrence (200 
metres) cruised to comfortable 
demonstrations wins. 

In the men’s javelin, Olympic 
form was reversed with Seppo 
Raty of Finland beating Barcelo- 
na gold medallist Jan Zelezny of 
Chechoslovakia with a best of 
87.04 metres. 

European silver medallist 
David Sharpe picked a meaning- 
less night to give foil rein to his 
talents when he sprinted away 
from an 800 metres field which 
included new Olympic champion 
William . Tanui of Kenya and 
young British hope Curtis Robb. 

Briton Sharpe, who failed to 
qualify for the games, had six 
metres to spare over compatriot 
Steve Heard as he hit the line in 
1:46.06. Tanui was a tired fifth. 

Meanwhile, Young’s track 
career is all about clearing hur- 


dles and breaking barriers. 

To win the Olympic gold medal 
in Barcelona two weeks ago. he 
became the first to run the 400- 
metre hurdles in less than 47 
seconds. The next target is get- 
ting dose to 46 seconds. 

“For years Tve looked at the 
record books and seen Ed Moses' 
47.02 as the world record. Now 
it’s my 46.78 that's there,” Young 
said after docking a seemingly 
comfortable 47.67 at the Sheffield 
invitational meet Friday. 

“I know I can run faster and I 
hope to get the world record 
down to something like 46.3 or 
46.4. But I’ve got another four 
years or so to do that,' he said of 
his next target. 

After finishing fourth at the 
Seoul games four years ago. 
Young also had to break into the 
medal ranks in Barcelona. 


Krabbe suspended after drug tests 

BERLIN (AP) — A year after being crowned the world’s fastest 
woman. Katrin Krabbe has been stopped cold by drugs. Krabbe, 
the glamorous German who streaked to two world sprint titles last 
summer, was suspended Friday for taking the banned substance 
Clenbuterol. The 100 and 200-metre world champion faces a 
four-year ban and acknowledged that a long suspension could end 
her running career. The DLV, Germany's track federation, will 
meet Monday to discuss her punishment. DLV officials said 
Friday that Krabbe and former east German teammate Grit 
Breuer were immediately suspended after the “B” test of a urine 
sample showed evidence of the muscle-stimulating drug. The two' 
sprinters had failed an “A” test last month. “On the basis of this 
scientific knowledge, the anti-doping commission is forced to 
immediately suspend both athletes,” said Ruediger Nickel, head 
of the DLV’s anti-doping commission. 

Napoli reject Maradona’s demands 

BUENOS AIRES (R) — Napoli have told Diego Maradona’s 
agent they have rejected demands made by the Argentine star for 
a return to the Italian club and have refused to release him to play 
elsewhere, the Moticias Argentinas News Agency reported. The 
former Argentine captain, who recently completed a 15-month 
ban from world soccer imposed after he tested positive.- for 
cocaine, this week offered to return- from Buenos Aires to 
complete his Napoli contract which expires on June 30 next year, 
fn a report from a correspondent in Barcelona, where agent 
Marcos Franchi was awaiting Napoli's response, Noticias Argenti- 
nas said the rejection was set out in a strongly-worded two page 
facsimile from Club President Corrado Ferlaino. Earlier Friday 
sources dose to the club said Napoli felt the financial aspects of 
the player's demands astronomical: and the club would only honour 
the existing contract. 

Lendl advances to ATP Semis 

MASON, Ohio (AP) — Ivan Lendl, playing his best tennis this 
year, easily advanced to the semifinals of the $1.4 million ATP 
Championship with a 6-1, 6-2 victory over David Wheaton Friday 
night. Wheaton, who beat top-seeded Jim Courier Thursday, was 
no match for the resurgent Lendl. “I've been struggling for a year 
and abatf now, and just since Wimbledon I started playing 
better,” said Lendl, a former No. 1-ranked player in the world. In 
afternoon matches, Stefan Edbcrg and Pete Sampras advanced to 
a semifinal match with straight-sets victories. Edberg disposed of 
Jim Grabb 6-3, 7-6 (7-5) and Sampras dispatched fifth -seeded Petr 
Korda of Czechoslovakia 6-3, 6-3. 

Navratilova cruises into LA. semis 

MANHATTAN BEACH. California (R) — Second-seeded 
Martina Navratilova overwhelmed sixth-seeded Zina Garrison 6-3 
6-0 to gain a semifinal berth in the $350,000 Virginia Slims of Los 
Angeles tournament. Navratilova's 53 minute triumph over her 
American compatriot sets up a semifinal match against fourth- 
seeded Manuela Maleeva-Fragnctre of Switzerland, a 6-1 7-6 (7-2) 
winner over unseeded American Kimberly Po. Top-seed ' and 
defending champion Monica Seles had advanced to the semifinals 
Thursday. 

Grobbelaar to play for Zimbabwe 


rwow J Him IV VI Tf JVI IIW Jltv. UnLUVU L W UlliVli uuuipv, Wliv ICUIVU IU -rw-T- ■ -V llAD ADC ’7" L |_ / A I ' 1 

'ears ago. tory in 54.69 — almost one and a qualify for the games, had six years or so to do that,’ he said of , Zltnbab ^ e <A p J — Liverpool goalkeeper Bruce 

Fellow American Quincy half seconds slower than her Bar- metres to spare over compatriot his next target. Grobbelaar has iwon his Zimbabwean citizenship back, allowing 
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3U DA PEST (AP) — Italian Ric- 
ardo Patrese and the favourite 
or the World Championship, 
Britain's Nigel Mansell, clinched 
rant row starts Saturday for the 
J ungarian Grand Prix in their 
Vvliiams-Renaults. 

In blustery wind, neither driver 
nanaged to better times from 
Friday's first qualifying session. 

Patrese, who clocked a time of 

minute, 15.476 seconds Friday 
ound the twisty, 3.968-kilometre 
2.465-mile) Hungaroring, will 
.tart Sunday from the pole posi- 
ion. 

Mansell was less than 0.2 of a 
■econd behind Friday, clocking 
.:15.643. 

A victory for Mansell Sunday 
vould clinch his first World 
Championship. But Patrese said 
le wasn't worried that team 
>rders could hold him back. 

‘Tomorrow Til try and win the 
ace,” he said. “If I get to the first 
-omer first, I have a big advan- 
ce” 

The Williams-Renaults, domi- 
lant all season, are racing in 
Jungary on regular “pump” fuel, 
ollowing a controversial ruling 
iy racing authorities that fuel 
egulations dating from 1978 
vould be in force for Sunday's 
ace. 

That announcement m a news 


release by the International Fed- 
eration of Motor Sport (FISA) 
created uproar among teams and 
fuel suppliers. 

Under the ruling, only gasoline 
of up to 102 octane is allowed, 
effectively banning so called 
“power fuels” now used by most 
teams. 

But Patrese predicted the al- 
teration would make no differ- 
ence. “The loss of power because 
of the fuel is the same for every- 
body,” he said. 

Mansell. 39, a three-time 
World Championship runnerup 
in his 13-year Formula One 
career, is leading the pack with a 
.nearly unassailable 86 points after 
nine races and only five to go 
after Hungary. 

Patrese is second with 40 
points. 

Starting in third place Sunday 
will be title-holder Ayrton Senna 
of Brazil, whose McLaren Honda 
has not been able to match the 
William’s performance this sea- 
son. Senna knocked 0.2 seconds 
off his Friday time in Saturday's 
session to clock 1:16.267. 

FISA said a 1991 agreement on 
Tiew fuel regulations had been 
reached without, consensus by all 
teams, and therefore the 1978 
rules were still valid. 

In the 1960s and 1970s, Formu- 


la One regulations allowed cars to 
use only fuel available at Euro- 
pean gas stations. Hie best grade 
was 101 octane and a tolerance of 
one octane was allowed. 

Gas stations stopped selling 
101 octane fuel in the late 1970s 
but in 1978 racing authorities 
ruled it would continue to be used 
in Formula One. 

That ruling went unchallenged 
ontil the 1990s, when hi-tech 
“Power fuels,” developed by oil 
companies such as ELF and Shell 
were introduced. 

FISA argued that the new fuels 
were perceived as more toxic by 
an increasingly environment- 
conscious public, and that they 


give bigger, richer teams an un- 
fair advantage. 

But David Armstrong, a fuel 
specialist with Shell, which sup- 
plies McLaren Honda, argued: 
“Performance fuels are no more 
toxic or dangerous than pump 
fuels.” 

Turning the clock back to 1978 
would be environmentally harm- 
ful, he said. “We'd have to start 
putting lead back in our fuels, 
and none of ns will do that." 

He said foe! suppliers, who use 
Formula One competition to de- 
velop new fuels, would try to 
work out a compromise with 
FISA, but the situation would 
probably remain undear for the 
next few races. 


coach Reinhard Fabisch confirmed Saturday his dtizenship had 
been restored and that he would play Sunday. 

Lemond pulls out of World Cup race 

NOTTINGHAM, England (AP) — Greg Lemond has pulled out 
of - another race. The three-time Tour De France winner was 
entered in Sunday's World Cup race over 147 miles (237 
kilometres) at Leeds, in central England. But team director for 
Lemond's Z Team. Roger Lege ay, said Friday: “It is too far in his 
present condition. Instead, be will ride a shorter race in Belgium 
Sunday.” Lemond, the first American to win the Tour De France, 
withdrew halfway through this year's French classic in the Alps, 
complaining of tiredness. He rested for three weeks at bis home in 
the United States, then rode just two days of the five-day Tour Of 
Britain before withdrawing Wednesday. Lemond had said he 
would use the Leeds race as preparation for September's World 
Championship.. 


I VE DEVELOPED ANOTHER. NEW 
PHIL 050 PHY..REMEMBER. IT 
USED TO BE,* WHO CARES?" 


NOW, IT'S,'* WHAT 
.DO I CARE?'' 


WELL, IM VERY 
HAPPY FOR YOU 


WHAT DO 
I CARE? 






GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAfl SHARIF 
&TANNAH HIRSCH 


Andy Capp 


BID BADLY. PLAYED WOBSE 


East- West vulnerable. East deals. 
NORTH 
*QS 
9 7 4 2 

0 A K J 10 7 4 
452 

WEST . EAST 

* K J9 8 6 2 * A 7 
9 J 10 3 9865 

0 5 2 0 Q 9 3 

463 4QJ10 84 

SOUTH 
6 10 4 3 
9 AKQS 
08 6 
4 AES 7 
The hMffrng ; 

East Sooth West North 

Pttas 1 NT Pass 3 NT 

Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Two of 4 
In the spirit of the season, well 
pledge a cup of kindness now with 
all cur readers. We hope you've had 
as much enjoyment reading thia col- 
umn In the past year aa we’ve had 
writing it, and we look forward to 
continuing our association in the 
coining year. 

It might seem hard to believe that 
this hand is from the 1991 European 
Championships. While we go along 
with the modem fashion of opening 
one no trump with only three suits 

stopped, to d e so with two suits wide 

open is bit rich for oar blood. 


North’s raise to three no trump was 
above re pr oach. 

W eat started the attack with a 

deceptive lead of the two of spades. 
As so often happens, the only per- 
son who was taken in was East 

Since South had opened one no 
trump with nothing in diamonds, 
East to the conclusion that 
declarer aparU* in*l«r control. 
So East captured dummy's queen of 
spades with the aw and shifted to 
the queen of <4 h1ml 
D edarer took that trick with the 
ace and led a diamond to the jade. 
Not wanting to set up five tricks for 
declarer, East allowed the jack to 
win. South returned to band with a 
heart and repeated tbs diamond fi- 
nesse. This time East took the 
queen and reve rt ed to spades— not 
that it mattered, since there wss no 
entry to dummy. Down three. 

This was a comedy of errors. 
Once the diamond finesse ‘‘worked," 
declarer was in too much of a bony 
to repeat it Before taking a second 
finesse hr the suit, declarer should 
have cashed the high hearts. TOwn 
that suit broke evenly, declarer had 
at least nine tricks— -four hearts; 
three diamonds and two dubs- In 
cashing out declarer would have 

dropped the queen of diamonds and 

raked in 12 tricks! 


GOTMDUR EVBJING } 
WV>ER, PET-SORRy 
S FC«THEDEU«/ t -> 


I After AUJM ON THE STREET 
>• AN» I ASKED HER 
HOW SHE WAS raaJNG — 1 


TWO HOURS 

TOGETTOTHE 
COBNERSHOP 
. AND BACK.' J 
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A SNATCHfTA? Y IT’S A 
WHAT THE HECK SMALL 
lS A Snatchita?/animal 


WHERE YOU (WELL, I ALWAYS 
60NNA <3£T \ DREAM ABOUT 

THE snakes; snakes* Tll 


-BUT "THOSE 

Snakes are 
only in 


WHICH EATS ToFEEDfTTiFEED ^THOS^ 
l SNAKES' rH 


) NCffHlN 
BtfT SHAKES' 


/NEITHER V 
r 15 THE 
SNATCHfTA. 1 
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FORECAST FOR SUNDAY AUGUST 16, 1992 

aLtooer Carroll FWter Foundation 
By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, wur nw 

w.mcxtf-rnc w« early can be most effective lor you. 

-cucdai TPNDFNUtS: NO ... i 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: No 
exact aspects; today may make you 
feel reseacfol now-onkss you m ak e 
a special effort to avoid thinking 
othen are taking advantage of you. 
Roafise also that your woik toad is 
no more than others. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You dearly «e early what you can 
do to make your outside affairs 
operate more as you would like 
them, to be but later avoid fixed 
unpopular attitudes. 

TA(JRU&< (April 20 to May 20) 
Think about .what you can do to 
uncover the motives of others early 
in the day since later too much 
wool can be polled over ones eyes 
to get the truth. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Map 
out a course of action for the day 
that suits your wishes and then 
stick to dus despite the urge to 
make radical changes later. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Plan the various entertain- 
ments in which you wish to engage 
early so your desires ran carry 
through the remainder of the day 
and evening. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
dearly see the best means at break- 
fast time bow to get along best with 
your own family and don't let later 
tensions keep you from a poised 
stance. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Common icatioas and studies 


but then you will need to avoid 
getting into information that can 
niake you prejudiced. 

UBRA: '(September 23 to October 
22) If you must decide some finan- 
cial matter tins day do so early in 
the day since later your judgment 
isapttobetoo limitra in its scope. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Make plans to do what you 
want to do the most then you arise 
for later you find there are duties 
to be performed that keep you 
from enjoying yourself. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) This is the day for 
you to get into motion with the sun 
and to get as much worthwhile 
done as possible as later obstacles 
appear in your path- 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Contact a good friend 
for that. favour you want early and 
then you win find It is best to steer 
dear of those who have views 
opposite to yours. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru-. 
ary 19) If you need to go out in the 
world for any purpose, the best 
results will be in the morning since 
later you run against some opposi- 
tion to your wishes. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March ; 
20) Look into new ideas and ways I 
to do things of interest to you early I 
eventhough later you find that its 
hard to understand views different 
from yours. 


THE BETTER HALF« 


By Harris 



“The reason you’re always tired is 
because you waste so much energy 
whining about how tired you are!” 



THAT SCRAMBLED-WORD GAME 
’ - . Henri Arnold and Bob Lea 
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DENGER 


mn ~ 

_ 
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WHAT THE JUDGE'S 
POSITION WAS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: A U , 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday’s I Jumbtes: PANDA LEAKY CHORUS FUTILE 

- j Answer TTiese words came to mind when he saw that 
glider pBot— “SOAR" ‘-FEAT- 


THE Daily Crossword by Raymond Hamel 


BHaai 


10 Lackutter 

14 Sharif 

15 Tricycle part 

16 San — , It 

17 Fumy Jay 

IB Torture device 

20 Mrs. Lennon 

21 Aslan weight 

22 Ttisk 

23 Mondale 
nickname 

25 Keats work 

26 Bun seed 
28GaOa 

31 Bandleader 


aaan 

auw 

Jill 


• Pnzla SobBd: 


.60 Hangs loosely 
.61 Suds 1 
62 Arrests 

G3 Intention 


2 Prophetic 
sign 

SCterkKam 

ASMnpafabr. 

5 Narcotic - 

6 Javier — da 
CuoBv 

7 Hero 


26 Hector Hugh 
Munro 
27 "AM My 
CMdren’* vbwn 
28 Bertha Goofs 


29 Venomous 

anaka 

30 Selassie ■ 

32 Aflddo cousin 

33 Netherlands 
commune 

35 Adolescent ■ i 

37 AxIBca mol 

38 Chmti section 


„nnn nnnn onnn 
ypny nnnnn nnmn 
'SrannnnHnnnci 
nnn rnnn nnnnn 

nmr,HP inn nrannnnn 
nrnnn 

nnn 

rinn nnnnn nnnn 

nnr.KH£H n nnnnnci 
nnnnn nnnrn 

HnSH nnnnn mnnn 
nnnn rennn nnnn 


.40“ one (Singly) 
.41 Rot flier 

43 Twist 

44 Remus end 
- Sara 

46 Make Into law 
' 47 Whale chaser 
48 Remove 


49 Not punctual 
-50Cometta — ■ 
Skinner 

52 Impulse 

53 Tableland 

55 Faary queen 

56 Big Bird 

57 Qr. letter 

















Economy 
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Azerbaijan introduces ‘manat’ 
to run in parallel with rouble 

MOSCOW . (R) The former Soviet republic of -Azerbaijan 

introduced a new currency Saturday, to run in paralld with the 
rouble. ITAR-TASS- news agency said. r -'- 

All three of the new manat' banknotes depict Baku’s maiden's 
tower, the landmark erf die Azeri capitadL^ne-manarwill be^ortKatO 
roubles (about six cents) ■ --V - -- ’> . -t M- -i?" : ‘ 

. JASS quoted a spokesman for the AzeriNattonafBank sayingihar 
Azerbaijan had introduced tbetnanat; because- -of an -acute- cash - 
shortage in the. Tnn KrimM ^ nn J gtaiiig - 7 ■~'~ rr : • v :: « ■ . .*• •• 

The banknotes, which are all die same-size, camed-identical 
pitfures because Azerbaijan had tried fo-priiit tite-new- money 
quickly^ Workers would receive 20 per cent of -their pay in manats. 

Several former Soviet republics have introduced currencies to run 
in tandem with the rouble. But only one — the Baltic of Estonia 

— has so far abandoned the rouble entirely. 

Ail the republics say tight Russian monetary policies mean. they are 
short of cash to pay wages and salaries. 
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Envoy says West overplays Russia’s reform ups, downs 


WASHINGTON (R) — Russian 
Ambassador Vladimir Lukin says 
the West overdramatjses die ups 
and downs of Russia's economic 
reforms, and he suggests Moscow 
might slum the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) if it is not 
more f&ribfeV ’ - 

In an ' interview, Mr. Lukin 
. accused -tbeiIMF. of^a “Mandst- 
Leninisr,’ Jcind of dogmatic 
approach to eednonue reform. 
He said the world financial orga- 
nisation would also have much to 
lose if Russia's shift from a com- 
mand economy to a free-market 
system faded. 

Mr. Lukin, who became Mos- 
cow’s envoy to Washington last 
March, spoke at a time when 
experts have expressed new con- 
cerns that President Boris Yelt- 
sin's reformist government is in 
retreat and its radical economic 
plan is faltering. 

Despite such misgivings, the 
IMF last week approved Its first 
loan fro Russia, a SI billion credit 
that should pave the way for 
further Western aid for the cash- 
strapped country. 

Mr. Lukin said Russians and 1 
the West are guilty of naivete and 
what he called "overdramatisa- 
tion” of Russia’s problems. 

Russians idealise what their 
country was before former presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev un- 
leashed the current era of revolu- 
tionary change from communism 
■ to democratic capitalism, he said, 
while the West: has underesti- 
mated bow hard it is for a com- 
mand economy to switch to its 
opposite. 

“Sometimes there is a tempta- 
tion to measure such changes 
which are going on now in our 
country not with historical watch- 
es but ... (in terms of) human 
passions, human expectations, 
human ambitions and * it is 
erroneous,” he said. 


New pessimism about Russia 
“is just as exaggerated as rosy 
expectations a few months ago 
were exaggerated” and ignores 
die feet mat other former com- 
munist countries, like Poland, are 
also suffering transition, pains, be. 
added. 

Mr. Lukin said people should 
realise there is a very long and 
difficult road ahead, perhaps re- 
quiting a generation or more 
before Russia makes the transi- 
tion. 

While acknowledging that 
leaders and public opinion can 
affect the spewd of reform, he 
said the process Is inevitable and 
still has the foil commitment of 
the Yeltsin government. 

As for the. IMF, Mr. Lukin 
complained that that organisation 
has failed to recognise Russia's 
uniqueness, as a country that is 
both highly developed in some 
ways and underdeveloped in 
others, and treats it as a “purely 
underdeveloped country." 

“I would say it would be a kind 
of Mamst-Lcninist overgener- 
alisation and absohitisation,” he 
said of the IMF approach. 

He called for greater flexibility 
from the IMF and said that if it 
were not forthcoming, “maybe 
well do something without IMF. 
Of course it would be preferable 
to do it with them. We under- 
stand the high measure of inter- 
dependence in this world.” 

But be said “if IMF will be 
persistent in their newly formed 
Mandst-Leninism ... Russia will 
disappear from this process, a 
move that would also hart the 
IMF because Russia is the most 
important and most powerful 
challenge for their strategy.” 

The world’s seven richest coun- 
tries, known as the G-7, pledged 
S24 billion for Russia this year, 
but much of that was predicated 
on Moscow agreeing on a reform 
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plan with the IMF. 

Analysts said the G-7 — Bri- 
tain. Canada, France, Germany, 
Italy. Japan and the United 
Staas — decided to give the IMF 
the lead role in helping Russia 
modernise its economy in part to 

avoid being blamed if the reforms 
foiled. 

Mr. Lukin made a strong pitch 
for not sacrificing to the reform 
effort Russia’s science and tech- 
nology capabilities and the most 
developed elements of its indust- 
rial base. 

Russian Prime Minister Yegor 
Gaidar, under mounting criticism 
from conservative opponents, re- 
cently defended bis harsh free- 
market policies and vowed to 
press ahead with the economic 
reforms. 

“I don't agree the reforms have 
stalled. 1 think we’ve made se- 
rious progress in changing the 
realities of hfe in this country.” 
Mr. Gaidar said in a television 
interview. 

Egypt 

considers 

issuing 

long-term 

treasury 

bills 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt is studying 
plans to issue long-term treasury 
bills to be traded on its stock 
exchange to help fight inflation 
and a liquidity surplus. Finance 
Minister Mohammad A1 Razaz 
said in remarks published Satur- 
day. 

He told the semi-official news- 
paper AI Ahram the bills would 
cany interest rates similar to 
those offered by banks but would 
have an edge through trading at 
the stock exchange. 

Egypt currently has treasury 
bills of up to 365 days, intro- 
duced at various times since 
1991 as part of economic .reforms 
agreed with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and the 
World Bank. 

With interest rates ranging be- 
tween 17 and 18 per cent at 
present, they have partly. helped 
the government finance a budget 
deficit and offered reasonable in- 
vestment opportunities for cash 
holders. 

Many investors have also, 
changed their foreign currency 
savings into Egyptian pounds to 
take advantage of the higher in- 
terest rates, boosting the coun- 
try's foreign exchange holdings. 

“The new bills are not an end 
in themselves or a constant poli- 
cy. They aim to absorb inflation 
and a liquidity surplus in the 
current stage,” AI Ahram quoted 
him as saying. 

“They win be restricted once 
these targets are reached. The 
state budget will bear the burden 
of issuing them for the sake of a 
national goal,” he added. 

Egypt has been going ahead of 
schedule with monetary and fiscal 
reforms but the IMF and World 
Bank have been seeking faster 
steps by the government to priva- 
tise the huge public sector and 
draw private investments into the 
economy. 


Jordan 
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“I am continuing to carry out 
my duties and will do so as long as 
I'm convinced that, despite all- 
this huge resistance, difficulties 
and pressure, we are moving 
ahead with reform.” he pointed 
out. 

Mr. Gaidar's policies, aimed at 
replacing communism with a free 
market system, have sent prices 
soaring far faster than any in- 
creases in wages. - 

Production has fallen 14 per 
cent this year and many factories, 
slow to adapt to a market eco- 
nomy. have been pushed to the 
brink of bankruptcy. 

Powerful opponents including 
former Soviet president Mikhail 
Gorbachev and Arkady Volsky, a 
leader of the influential Civic 
Union Coalition, have demanded 
radical changes in the govern- 
ment economic course. 

But Mr. Gaidar said the goven- 
ment could claim credit for stimu- 
lating free enterprise and noted 
with irony that rivals now calling 


for his resignation had shown 
little enthusiasm for government 
office earlier. 

He denied suggestions that 
moves by Russia's central bank to 
cancel mutual debts between en- 
terprises would lead to wholesale 
write-offs, a possibility which 
some economists believe could 
produce hyperinflation. 

He said the bank's initial prop- 
osals for cancelling three trillion 
roubles ($18.6. billion) of mutual 
debt had contained some “miscal- 
culations 1 ' but were now being 
corrected. 

The proposals, which have not 
been spelled out in detail, were 
aimed at severing massive chains 
of debt which istifledl the pros- 
pects of healthy companies while 
enabling inefficient firms to stave 
off collapse. 

The central bank's acting chair- 
man, Viktor Gerashchenko, told 
the television it planned to print 
350 to 400 billion roubles ($2.17 
billion to $2.48 billion) in 1992 to 


issue credits to state enterprises 
and cover mutual debts. 

In an earlier interview, Mr. 
Gaidar saida $1 billion loan from 
the International Monetary 
Fund, the first tranche of a prom- 
ised $24 billion package, would 
be used primarily to build up 
Russia’s hard currency reserves. 

But he made clear that the 
impetus for reform must come 
from within, not from foreign 
donors. 

“We have to understand that 
any form of credit is only a prop 
for our domestic policy. If our 
internal policy is irresponsible, 
these props won't help us,“ he 
said. 

After the IMF approved the 
initial loan last week Russia 
assured the West that it planned 
to cut spending to meet the de- 
mands of creditors and donors. 

Mr. Gaidar reinforced the mes- 
sage. “They (the funds) won't be 
squandered.” he said. “I won’t 
allow this while I am in office." 


Lufthansa losses widen 


FRANKFURT (R) — State-con- 
trolled German airline Lufthansa 
has said its losses had widened in 
the first half of 1992 as economic 
downturn, a weak dollar and high 
domestic costs dipped its per- 
formance. 

It reported a group pre-tax 
first-half loss of 542 million marks 
($368.6 mfllion) after posting a 
loss of 331 million marks ($225.1 
million) in the first sue months of 
1991. 

But Deutsche Lufthansa A.G. 
said it hoped to improve earnings 
by cost-cutting measures. 

“Due to the worrying situation, 
the management board is work- 
ing on ‘programme 93’ which will 
ensure the airline’s long-term 
competitiveness and continue 
(cost-cutting) measures already 
being implemented,” it said in a 
statement 

It added the airline's supervis- 
ory board would consider the new 
programme on Aug. 31. 


Lufthansa blamed general eco- 
nomic weakness, exorbitant Ger- 
man airport fees and insurance 
premiums, and global air traffic 
over-capacity for its weak per- 
formance. 

The price war on North Atlan- 
tic routes was devastating for all 
those affected, while the dollar’s 
weakness had meant losses worth 
hundreds of millions of marks for 
the airline. 

Lufthansa said the increased 
losses came despite a 9.1 per cent 
rise in group turnover to 7.2 
billion marks ($4.9 billion) in the 
first half and higher passenger 
numbers. 

Its passenger load factor rose 
to 60.1 per cent from 58.8 per 
cent in the same 1991 period. The 
number of seats available rose by 
18.8 per cent but demand rose by 
20.4 per cent, it added. It gave no 
precise details. 

Ticket sales had risen 18.8 per 
cent from a year earlier, taking 
the number of passengers carried 


to 13.4 million. 

The first half deficit follows a 
1991 net loss of 426 million marks 
($289.7 million) and company 
forecasts of more losses this year. 

But analysts have expressed 
cautious optimism that the airline 
will return to profitability in 1993 
as the stringent cost-cutting prog- 
ramme takes effect. Lufthansa 
plans to cut some 1,000 jobs this 
year and as many as 3,600 in 
1993. 

It said peronnel costs — some 
of the highest in the industry — 
were about 30 per cent above 
those of its principal competitor, 
British Airways PLC. 

But it plans to drop first-class 
seivios in Europe in September, 
which it says should bring in 
additional revenues of up to 600 
million marks ($408 million), and 
to convert its domestic flight op- 
erations into a separate division, 
Lufthansa Express, by 
November. 


U.S. reports record tourism 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Fore- 
igners spent $16.8 billion more on 
travel and tourism in the United 
States than Americans spent on 
foreign’ travefp: thte' Commerce 
Department has reported. w 

Japanese visitors were the big- 
gest spenders, it said, 3.3 million 
of than contributing $12.6 billion 
— $3,818 per visitor. 

“The rebound in international 
travel to the United States after 
the Gulf war has exceeded the 

Romanian 
debts total 
$2.3 billion 


most optimistic expectations,” enger fares spent on the two 
said Commerce Secretary Bar- countries' carriers, 
bara Hackman Franklin. She de- Canadian visitors increased 10 
scribed the travel downturn dur- per cent from 1990 to 18.9 mfllion 
Kirtg the conflict hs rtaerf “hiaug ^ nrl99Haf>d they spent $9.5 billion' 
^oh thd ■chart - '”'' - “in the ^United States last year, 

Ms. Hackman projected a $21- cougared to $4 billion spent by 


BUCHAREST (R) — Ro mania, 
which was in the black when 
communist rule collapsed two- 
and-a-half years ago, is now in 
the red with debts totalling $2.33 
billion, according to a govern- 
ment report. 

Negotiations are also under 
way for loans totalling a further 
$2.94 trillion. 

Stalinist dictator Nicolae 
Cea u sescu, who was executed in 
the 1989 revolution, had repaid 
ah of Romania’s debts, through a 
programme of forced exports, by 
the time of his downfelL 

But the post-communist gov- 
ernment, in need of cash to bufld 
a market economy after four de- 
cades of central planning, has 
been borrowing from internation- 
al lenders to prop up the balance 
of payments. 


billion surplus for 1992 despite a 
temporary drop in the flow of 
Japanese and other Asian visitors 
to Los Angeles attributed to riot- 
ing and earthquakes in southern 
California earner this year. 

Japan and Canada led the list 
of foreign spenders in the United 
States, contributing 91 per cent of 
the U.S. travel industry surplus 
and 51 per cent of its foreign 
receipts, die department said. 

Japanese visitors left $9.8 bil- 
lion in the United States more 
than Americans spent visiting 
Japan. The figures included pass- 


Americans in Canada, the report 
said. 

Visitors from all European 
countries spent a total of $203 
billion, contributing $1.5 billion 
to the U.S. surplus during a year 
that U.S. spending for European 
travel hit $18.5 million. It con- 
tinued. 

California was the state most 
visited by overseas travellers, 
with 5.2 million in 1991, followed 
by New York and Florida, each 
with 4.3 million. Other popular 
destinations were Hawaii, Neva- 
da and Washington, D.C. 
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BMW CAR FOR SALE |.gr«: 

BMW 31 8i, 1992 model, full automatic, with aliJdoi^ 
accessories. ->ut in the 

Rnal price: JD 16,500 (duty unpaid) 

Call tel.: 665321, Wafid J mcans to i 111 ' 

I ted U.N. resolu- 

Jdadin said. 

1 which issue will 

FOR SALE PAJERO 4x4y." he said, “au 

lly important. 

Mitsubishi Pajero 4 WL. DRV. 1992 A/C front Able several work- 
doors, electrical windows, power steering, power tg the talks, be 
manual, customs not paid. I never run out 

Required JD 14,000. *<L but did not 

Call: Mr. Rushdl, tel. 680942 


ROOF FOR RENT 

An excellent furnished roof apartment Contains 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, 2 halls. Location: Umm Uthaina. on Amra Hotel 
Road. For rent not less than 6 months. 

Contact teL 624781 


JOB OPPORTUNITIES 

For Pakistanis and Filippinos master tailors 
(outside or inside the country), good experi- 
ence. 

Tel# 605942 - 612640 


A FLOOR IN A VILLA FOR RENT 

Area 350 square metres, consists of four bedrooms, three 
bathrooms, living room, two salons, garage and a garden. 
Location: Near Swedeh T.V. Transmission Station, an overlooking 
location. 

Please call tel. 848146 


Furnished House For Rent 

Located in Jabal Amman, Fourth Circle, embassies 
area Consists of 2 bedrooms, salon, living room, 
dining room, bathroom and kitchen equipped with all 
necessary electrical appliances. 

Please contact tel. 690161 


Fully Furnished Ground Floor Jljs;)1 
(8th Circle) 3 j 3n _' — 

.mr..«3 - 

Ground floor (of 2 floors) super deluxe new villa. One master i .--n^ 
bedroom and another 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, sittingnaock) Iraq 
dining room, new fully equipped kitchen, private telephone, - a 

garage, entrance & garden. . qast 

Please call 826902 
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presented 
■ within a 
pensive 


AparlnuMil For Itcnf 
On Yrrlv Basis 


Fully Furnished (roof) in 
Um Uthaina Area Consists of •V-T 
2 Bed Rooms, Tel., Appliances, Central 
Heating, Elevator & Parking Space-';," 
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U.N. relief convoy heads 
if or besieged Bosnian town 


SARAJEVO (R) — A U.N, re- 
lief convoy beading for the be- 
sieged eastern Bosnian town of 
Gorazde was baited briefly Satur- 
day by shooting, the U.N. Higb 
Commission for Refugees said. 

The convoy of eight trucks, 
carrying 46 tonnes of food from 
•Sarajevo for 70,000 people trap- 
ped by a Serbian siege, was the 
' first test of a promise by rebel 
Serb leader Radovan Karadzdc 
that relief efforts would not be 
.impeded in the former Yugoslav 
republic. 

g UNHCR spokesman Ron Red- 
mood said the shooting occurred 
when the tracks and their escort 
VMM, of armoured personnel carriers 
an in reached Rogatica, 20 kilometres 
ipt Jc north of the Gorazde. 

-ha 111 ? “Some shooting broke out — it 
OTdan wasn’t dear what the target was 
vbich ‘ — but it appears there was no 
loon damage,” Mr. Redmond said. 
,a £- . Larry Hollingsworth, a 
Parti UNHCR employee with the con- 
voy, said Bosnian and Serb offi- 
nclud rials gave it an even chance of 
* u dan reaching Gorazde. 
jroup ‘ «its a bit chilling but we're 
Tongo going to go for it,” be added. 

The “We’re going to give it a really 
he pat good try.” 

less Pr ■ An attempt by the U.N. to get 
ein an to Gorazde with supplies last 
l< ? n , °* month was abandoned when an 
tin's i armoured vehicle hit a landmine 
— - .-and the convoy was pinned down 
by crossfire for 24 hours before 


Y o 


being rescued. 


Gorazde is the last important 
town in eastern Bosnia still held 
by Muslims. It has been besieged 
since April by Serb forces fighting 
Bosnian independence. 

Artillery and mortar attacks 
blasted the outskirts of Sarajevo 
overnight, hours after relief 
workers said they would evacuate 
800 more women and children 
from the Bosnian capital. 

The Belgrade-based Tanjug 
News Agency quoted military 
sources as saying four civilians 
were killed and five wounded in 
overnight shelling of Nevesinje 
near the southern town of 
Mostar. 

Officials of the Children's 
Embassy, a Sarajevo relief agen- 
cy, announced Friday evening 
they bad secured agreement be- 
tween warring ethnic groups to 
evacuate 800 mostly Serb women 
and children from the city 
Tuesday. 

“We have approval from 
Serbs, Muslims and Croats,” said 
Children's Embassy Director 
Dusko Tomic. “AH we need now 
is permission from the minister of 
defence.” 

The Children's Embassy has 
helped arrange the evacuation of 
about 27,000 people from the 
war-ravaged Bosnian capital in 
‘four months of fighting. 

Boycotts by Serbian and Bos- 
nian leaders clouded EC-bro- 
kered peace talks in Brussels. 

Bnt officials of the Internation- 


al Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) said a total of 1,131 
prisoners were freed by Croatia 
and Yugoslavia, which now com- 
prises only Serbia and Mon- 
tenegro. 

In Brassies yet another attempt 
by the EC to broker a truce 
foundered after several of the 
mam protagonists In the conflict 
refused to attend. 

Bosnian President Alija Izctbe- 
govic, a Muslim, attended a plen- 
ary meeting but forced the can- 
cellation of planned weekend 
talks by pulling out because of 
what he called Serb aggression. 

“They have to choose — 
negotiate or wage war. They can- 
not do both,” he said. 

Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic, accused by the West of 
mating Serb rebels in former 
Yugoslav republics, turned down 
an invitation to the talks, as did 
his Montenegrin colleague 
MomiT Bulatovic. 

EC peace negotiator Lord Car-' 
rington said he was sure Mr. 
Milosevic would take more 
seriously a broader international 
conference in London between 
Aug. 26 and 28 involving the 
United Nations Security Council 
permanent members, the EC and 
the Yugoslav factions. 

“I don't think he'd want to be 
left out,” he said. 

Yugoslav Prime Minister Milan 
Panic went to Brussels but was 
not allowed to participate in the 


conference because the West 
does not recognise his govern- 
ment. 

He told the newspaper Politika 
on his return to Belgrade that he 
warned Lord Carrington that the 
conference was worthless without 
Yugoslavia “because half of those 
who will be subject of the talks 
will not be there.” 

He added: “The most impor- 
tant conditions is that it should be 
a peace conference, not a trial of 
Serbia and Yugoslavia.” 

Meanwhile, foe leader of Bos- 
nia's rebel Serbs said Saturday he 
could guarantee safe passage for 
humanitarian aid convoys from 
Belgrade to Sarajevo, bnt warned 
of possible attacks on another 
land route. 

“We can guarantee a perma- 
nent convoy from Belgrade to 
Sarajevo... this is all pro-Serbian 
territory, no checkpoints,” Rado- 
van Karadzic told reporters. 

However, be said foe risk of 
shelling meant security could be 
guaranteed for only the last 20 
miles (30 km) into Bosnia's be- 
sieged capital on the supply route 
from Croatia’s Adriatic Port of 
Split. 

Mr. Karadzic said it was risky 
to have sections of a supply route 
controlled by different factions 
because one side could sbell a 
convoy once it had left its terri- 
tory in order to discredit those in 
charge of security in the area of 
attack. 
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WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Honecker may not go on trial 

HAMBURG (AP) — Former east German leader Erich Honeck- 
er, jailed in Berlin on manslaughter charges, has liver cancer and 
probably will never stand trial, a major magazine said Saturday. 
The Hamburg-based Spiegel magazine said Mr. Honecker's 
lawyers Friday applied to Berlin justice officials have the case 
against him dropped because of illness, 'lhe magazine said Mr. 
Honecker's condition is “incurable.” and will either rain his liver 
or spread to other organs. “His life expectancy is less than the 
estimated minimum of two years needed for a trial," Spiegel said, 
citing results of medical tests carried out at Berlin's Moabn Prison 
Hospital where Mr. Honecker is being held. Excerpts of the report 
that were provided early to other news media are to appear in 
Spiegel’s Monday editions. Mr. Honecker. who will be 80 on 
Aug. 25. is charged with 49 counts of manslaughter for allegedly 
issuing shoot-to-kill orders stop east Germans from fleeing to the 
west. 

U.S. offers $2 m reward for Escobar 
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BOGOTA. Colombia (R) — The United States has said it would 
pay a reward of up to $2 million for information leading to foe 
arrest of Colombian drag lord Pablo Escobar, bringing the price 
on Mr. Escobar’s head to $3.4 million. Colombian security forces, 
with U.S. support, have launched a big manhunt to arrest the 
feared Medellin cocaine cartel boss who escaped from a luxury 
ront tv j a ji last month with nine of his trusted lieutenants. Mr. Escobar is 
-lungan one 0 f the world's most dangerous criminals, accused of leading a 
i * Noody war on the Colombian state in 1989 and 1990. “The U.S. 
In blit State Department, with the support and cooperation of the U.S. 
nanagec Justice Department, announced that people who supply informa- 
-riday s tion leading to the arrest of Pablo Escobar can receive rewards of 
Patres up to $2 million.” a statement issued by the U.S. embassy in 
Bogota said. The U.S. offer is additional to a Colombian 
° u ™ th government offer earlier this week to pay $1.4 million for 
2.465-tr information leading to Escobar's arrest. The offer is backed by 
tart Sui wanted posters in newspapers and a television campaign, 
ion. 

econd I Nobel prizes to be announced in October 

.:15.643. 

A victL STOCKHOLM (R) — The winner of this year's Nobel Peace 
vould cliifrize will be announced in Oslo Friday, Oct. 16, the Swedish 
rhampionsttws Agency TT reported Saturday. The Stockholm-based Nobel 
te wasn't Wfldation has also fixed the dates for the medicine or physiology 
irders could hM on day. Oct. 12. economics on Oct. 13. and the physics and 
“Tomorrow I’llty awards on Oct. 14. the agency said. Nobel Foundation 
ace,” he said, “if [were not available for comment on the report. 

»rner first, I have .. 

age.” 'attle students in Seoul 

The Williams-Renau 

iant all season, are — South Korean students fought running battles 
Tungary on regular “pue Saturday outside a Seoul campus where they held 
ollowing a controyerspro-unification rally. Police pumped out choking 
;y racing authorities per gas and were pelted with fire bombs and rocks, 
egulations dating ffl 20,000 students and dissidents from all over the 
vould be in force ftjed the rally at the Seoul National University (SNU) 
'ace- t carry out a threat to take to the streets. Student 

That announcemfd reporters they cancelled plans to march on the border 
“if Panmunjon td meet up with North Korean students. 
seoul government says the rallies, marking the 47th 


[versa ry of liberation from Japanese rale, are part of a North 
.ore an plot to destabilise the South. It detained scores of student 

leaders last week. On Friday night, students tricked the police 

tinto concentrating their force on a different campus before 
firebombing and over-running an unprotected police sub-station 
near rifeiSeouI National University. Gashes broke out when 
police finally arrived at the university. 

East-V j .snoriq 

French youths clash with police 

PA RIS (R ) — Thirty youths armed with baseball bats clashed 
WEST with 7 pdl&:^ a suburb west of Paris after the teenage son of 
* K J 9 Algerian immigrants was shot dead, police said. Violence erupted 
j io : when] youths seeking to avenge their friend's death chased the 
0 6 2 killer^^mpamonimo the police station in the suburb of Plaisir. 
*63 Twc^policemen were lightly injured in the ensuing scuffle. 
Tensfon tains high in many urban areas where young, mainly 
immigrant populations have little hope of finding jobs. Young 
people went on the rampage in Paris suburbs last summer and 
some minor incidents have erupted this year, too. 

E^t bidd Watergate judge dies at 88 

Pass 

WASHTNGTON (R) — Judge John J. Sirica, a central figure in 
~P?F“the -Watergate scandal of the 1970s that brought down President 
Richard Nixon, died Friday, a Washington hospital spokesman 
£qou, re said. He was 88. Judge Sirica, an unknown federal judge at the 
aa much .beginning of tbe affair, sentenced Watergate defendants to jail 
irmn fa tand ordered Mr. Nixon to release his sensational White Hoiise 
writing /tapes. Judge Sirica had experienced heart trouble in his later years 
contfamig^ underwent triple bypass surgery in 1984. He died of cardiac 
“S^Oarrest in Georgetown University Hospital. He presided over foe 
this Kanfo 973 trial- of the men accused of breaking into Democratic Party 
rriampirHeadquarters during tbe 1972 presidential election campaign, 
trith foe The . burglars were financed by Mr. Nixon's re-election commit- 
one no tatee. 

stopped, ' 

open is ” — — 


7 CIS states sign 
peacekeeping accord 


MOSCOW (R) — Seven CIS 
members have signed an accord 
to create peacekeeping forces to 
send to trouble spots in the for- 
mer Soviet Union, ITAR-TASS 
News Agency said Friday. 

It said foe agreement, first dis- 
cussed at a Commonwealth sum- 
mit in July, had now been signed 
by the presidents of Russia, 
Kazahkstan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyz- 
stan, Tajikistan, Armenia and 
Moldova. 

Each signatory would create 
and train special military or 
police units and groups of milit- 
ary observers which could be sent 
to cany out peacekeeping opera- 
tions. 

Knee the break-np of the 
Soviet Union last September, 
ethnic conflicts have flared with 
fresh violence from Moldova on 
foe Romanian border to the vola- 
tile Transcancasus and foe Cen- 
tral Asian state .of - Tajikistan. 

But the initial success of recent 
peacekeeping missions in Moldo- ' 
va and foe Georgian region of 
South Ossetta has raised hopes 
that a joint CIS force could help 
end fighting elsewhere. 

ITAR-TASS said a decision on 
deploying such a force could only 
be taken by a council of Com- 
monwealth leaders acting on the 
request of one or more states. 

Peacekeepers could only inter- 
vene with foe agreement of foe 
various parties to a given conflict. 

Four CIS states — Ukraine, 
Belarus, Azerbaijan and Turk- 
menistan — have not yet signed 
foe agreement, but still have time 
to do so before a summit meeting 
next month in foe Kyrgyz capital 
Bishkek. 


Meanwhile, former Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev has 
warned of the dangers of a mas- 
sive war unless members of the 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States (CIS) cooperate more 
closely. 

“If the Commonwealth fails to 
truly develop, then all will have 
to fight each other,” be said in a 
column published in Turin daily 
La Stampa Saturday. 

“All borders will become ob- 
jects of dispute, all foe parties 
involved will be in conflict. We 
will find ourselves faced with a 
situation of extreme danger 
which could develop into a war of 
vast proportions,” he wrote. 

“The" symptoms "are already 
visittte to those who don’t want to 
dose their eyes. Some say history 
will judge. But history is distant 
and men live today and unfortu- 
nately die before its final ver- 
dict.” 

“It is foe time for self-critidsm 
and to assume responsibilities be^ 
fore it is too late,” he added. 

The former Soviet leader has 
previously urged stronger links 
between the members of the CIS, 
set up after foe Soviet Union was 
dissolved in December. 

Mr. Gorbachev was general 
secretary of the Soviet Commun- 
ist Party for six years until he 
resigned the post after an unsuc- 
cessful hardfine coup against him 
lad August. 

Commenting on the first 
anniversary of the coup be wrote: 
“This coup was destined to fail 
even before the first tanks rolled 
into Moscow.” 

“Its promoters and authors did 
not realise ' society had already 
passed foe point of no-retura.” 


Rao: Kashmir is not negotiable 


NEW DELHI (R) — India’s 
Prime Minister Naraamha Rao 
said Saturday that the disputed 
territory of Kashmir was an integ- 
ral part of the country and “no 
force on earth can alienate it from 

___ M 

OS- 

As Mr. Rao addressed the na- 
tion, militants fired two rockets at 
a heavily-guarded stadiu m in Sri- 
nagar, summer capital of Indian- 
ruled Kashmir, where govern- 
ment officials had gathered to 
celebrate India’s Independence 


Dot. 
One i 


of foe rockets exploded in 
the air and the other landed on a 
private home near the stadium, 
injuring two small boys, police in 
Srinagar said. 

Residents were temporarily 
evicted from their homes near the 
stadium and paramilitary forces 
moved in as a security measure, 
police said. 

Srinagar’s streets were de- 
serted except for army vehicles 
and official cars after militants 
called for a general strike in 
Kashmir, India’s only Muslim- 
majority state. 

Militant groups boldly paraded 
through the streets, of Srinagar 
with their weapons Friday to cele- 
brate Pakistan’s Independence 
Day. Some groups are fighting 
for an independent Kashmir, 
others want to merge with neigh- 
bouring Pakistan. 

Speaking from the ramparts of 
Delhi's Red Fort, Mr. Rao said 
Islamabad continued to support 
separatists in Kashmir and in the 
neighbouring state of Punjab, de- 
spite his four rounds of talks with 
Pakistan’s Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif over the past year. 

Mr. Rao said be would talk 
a gain with Mr. Sharif at the non- 
aligned movement summit in 
jakarta next month, but made it 
dear there would be no com- 
promise on the issue. 

’This is the bottom line. No 
force on Earth can alienate it 
from us.” 

Pakistan denies frequent Indi- 



The temple campaign has 
ignited Hmau-Muslim riots fruit 
have killed more than 2,000 peo- 
ple over the past three years. 
Taking the consensual 


y5r in office, Mr. Rao received 
the loudest applause of h» _ 4 > 
minute speech when he ] 


Narasbnha Rao 

an charges that it arms and bains 
anti-India militants. Pakista n 
controls one-third of the former 
princely state and India the re- 
mainder. 

India and Pakistan have fought 
three wars since both became 
independent of Britain in 1947, 
two of them over Kashmir. 

Nearly 8,000 people have been 
killed in foe scenic Himalayan 
valley since simmering resent- 
ment' exploded into revolt in 
January 1990. 

Eighteen militants were- killed 
in various clashes with Indian 
security forces in the Kashmir 
Valley Friday, police reports 
said.. 

Another 16 people have been 
killed since Friday in Punjab, 
where Sikh militants are fighting 
for a homeland called KhaBstan, 
or Land of the Pure. Some 20,000 
people have died in that decade- 
old insurgency. 

Mr. Rao is also trying to defuse 
deep-rooted religious and caste 
conflicts in foe multilingual coun- 
try of 850 million people. 

Fundamentalist Hindus last 
month started building a gran- 
diose temple to the revered god- 
king, Lord Rama, on tbe ate of 
an ancient mosque in tbe north- 
ern town of Ayodhya. 


to build the temple to Rama on 
foe site without demolishing the 

mosque. . . . 

Meanwhile, a Pakistani minis- 
ter said Friday his government 
would not let .Pakistani fun- 
damentalists launch a military 
ra m paig n fa SOppOTt Of ..McsttfflS 

living under Indian rule in 
Kashmir: 

Mehtab Ahmad Khan, minister 
for K^hmir and northern areas, 
said P akistan was committed to 
resolving foe Kashmir dispute 
through a U.N. resolution passed 
in 1947 and again in 1948. 

The Pakistani fundamentalist 
group Jamaat-I-Islami said 
Thursday it was joining , what it 
called a practical Jihad (holy war) 
to end Indian rule in the state ana 
had 70,000 volunteers ready to 
fight. 

Abdul Rashid Turabi, tbe head 
of the group, told a news confer- 
ence in Islamabad the Pakistani 
government should not interfere 
in foe group’s decision to fight 

But Ahmad Khan, in Abu 
Dhabi on an official visit to the 
United Arab Emirates, told Reu- 
.ters in an interview: 

“Pakistan is not in favour of 
any nrilitaiy activity for this pur- 
pose. We will never allow... any 
such activities. 

“We are committed under 
U.N. resolutions not to resent to 
military activities. We wiH not 
allow (ft).” 

But asked if the government 
would use troops to prevent 
Jamaat-I-Islami waging war 
against Indian rale, Ahma d Khan 
said: “No, 1 don’t think so... 
Pakistan is not in favour of any 
military action. We want a peace- 
ful end.” 


Georgia fighting resumes despite talks 


SUKHUMI, Georgia (R) — 
Machmegun fire rang out Satur- 
day in Sukhumi, capital of Geor- 
gia’s rebel region of Abkhazia, 
despite peace talks held over- 
night. 

Fighting broke out again after a 
14-hour overnight lull in foe 
Black Sea town. Flashes of sniper 
fire could be seen as gunmen 
sprinted .from one hiding place to 
another. 

The fighting, which Abkhazian 
officials and witnesses said killed 
at least 15 people Friday, has 
raised the spectre of dvil war in 
the former Soviet republic. 

Georgian leader Eduard She- 
vardnadze sent two of his .top 
lieutenants to tbe territory, which 
declared independence from 
Georgia last month, and negotia- 
tions were held overnight 

Abkhazian First Deputy Prime 
Minister Sergei Bagapsh said the 
two sides had made progress to- 
wards an agreement. “We have' 
done the best we can, it could be 
foe best deal in die' circumst- 
ances,’' he tokl reporters. 

The - Georgian troops which 
pushed into Sukhumi Friday 
would be withdrawn, Mr. 
Bagapsh said. But a joint Geor- 
gian- Abkhazian detachment 
would be set up to police tbe 
railway line north of Russia, 
which runs through the province. 

There was no immediate word 
from foe Georgian delegation 
and other Abkhazian officials ac- 


cused Georgia of sending heavy 
reinforcements into the region. 

Mr. Shevardnadze said Satur- 
day that a telephone conversation 
with Vladislav Ardzfaba, head of 
the Abkhazian parliament, had 
failed to resolve the impasse. 

He told the ruling State Coun- 
cil in tbe capital Tbilisi that Mr. 
Ardzinba had spoken .as head of 
an independent state and that this 
was unacceptable as Abkhazia 
was a part; of Georgia,- * ' 

“We didn’t want* to' send In 
troops but circumstances deman- 
ded it,” he said. 

Tbilisi says it intervened in 
Abkbazaia fa pursuit of opposi- 
tion gunmen who kidnapped a 
dozen senior officials ember fa 
the week. 

It now says it wants to protect 
the railway from bandit attacks 
seriously hampering traffic from 
Russia to the Transcancasus. A 
key railway bridge was blown up 
Friday. 

But die incursion seemed dear- 
ly intended to curb moves to- 
wards separatism by Abkhazia, 
one of three previously semi- 
autonomous provinces of 
Georgia. 

The Georgian side was repre- 
sented at tbe talks in Sukhumi by 
Deputy State Council Chairman 
Dzhaba Ioseliani and Prime 
Minister Tengiz Sigua. 

Both sides ordered their men 


to stop fighting but neither 
seemed able to control its gun- 
men. “Even if Shevardnadze 
ordered his troops to withdraw, 
die National Guardsmen will not 
listen to him,” said one Abkha- 
zian official. 

. There was no apparent chain of 
command among the Abkhazian 
fighters, some of whom were 
armed with weapons seized Fri- 
day from a Rnssiffii army unit at 
QteXDp up 4he:dpast: • 

* Georgian affiiaiii hit Tb i l is i ao- 
cused foe Russians of handing 
over die weapons. But the Rus- 
sian Defence Ministry, quoted by 
ITAR-TASS News Agency, said 
the Abkhazians took foe arms by 
force after foe soldiers rejected a 
request. 

Abkhazian Television said 
sporadic fighting was taking place 
along tbe main road from Sukhu- 
mi to Georgia proper. It was 
fiercest at Ochamdnra where a 
bridge was blown up. 

Abkhazia has accused Georgia 
of “invading’’ its territory and 
mobilised all adult men under 40 
to defend its sovereignty. 

“There can be no deal with 
Georgia unless Georgia pulls out 
all its troops,” Mr. Bagapsh told 
Reuters Friday. 

Mr. Shevardnadze, a former 
Soviet foreign minister, denied 
his forces entered Abkhazia as an 
army of occupation. He said 
more troops would be sent fa 
unless the situation stabilised. 


Republicans prepare for make-or-break convention for Bush 


HOUSTON (R) — U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush’s re-election 
campaign is counting on a 
picture-perfect Republican 
national convention and a display 
of unity to put tbe party back into 
foe running in the polls. 

But omens were mixed during 
foe week leading up to Monday's 
opening session of the four-day 
gathering here. 

The underdog at this point in 
foe presidential election race, 
Mr. Bush will use foe convention 
to tell the American people 
where he will take them if voters 
award him a second term. 

“Gloves are going to be off and 
the president is going to lay out 
three things: What he’s accom- 
plished. what he needs to do 
better, and where be wants to 
lead us foe next four years,” said 
Republican Chairman Rich 
Bond. 

Party stars including first lady 
Barbara Bosh and former Presi- 
dents Ronald Reagan and Gerald 
Ford will help him-during tbe four 
days of carefully orchestrated 
speeches and events. 

They hope to convince voters 
they should reject the Democra- 
tic ticket of Arkansas Governor 
Bill Gin too and Tennessee Sena- 
tor A1 Gore. 

Mr. Bush and his running mate 
Vice President Dan Quayie — a 
parr who a year ago were widely 
considered certain to .win four 
more years in foe White House — 
now lag well behind foe Demo- 
crats although they have gained 
some ground in die most recent 


polls. 

While Mr. Clinton led Mr. 
Bush by a two-to-one margin in 
many polls taken shortly after last 
month's Democratic national 
convention, a CNN-USA Today- 
Gallup poll released Thursday 
gave Mr. Clinton a narrower but 
still daunting lead of 56 to 37 per 
cent. 

Mr. Bush and Mr. Quaylc 
nonetheless predict that they will 
offer a convincing challenge when 
they take on the Democrats in 
the run-up to the Nov. 3 election. 

“We’re ready to take our case 
to foe. American people,” Mr. 
Quayle said in an interview Fri- 
day. “Tbe president will define 
his vision, establish the messa g e, 
rally the troops. When that hap- 
pens you will see a very competi- 
tive race.” 

Party leaders say a reasonable 
“bounce” from a successful effort 
would halve Mr. Gin ton’s lead. 

Mr. Bush has been buoyed by a 
staff shakenp in which be moved 
Jim Baker, his friend for 35 years, 
from the State Department to foe 
White House, replacing Chief of 
Staff Sam Skinner who was 
shifted to a Republican Party.post 
with vague duties. - 

Pat Buchanan, the president’s 
right-wing challenger in primary 
elections, plans to endorse Mr. 
Bush during a Monday speech 
and “wiU do nothing to harm die 
Republican Party between now 
and election day,” his sister and. 
campaign manage r Bay Bucha- 
nan told reporters. 

But on the downside, Mr. Bush 


has been forced to publicly re- 
spond to a tabloid report of an 
alleged 1984 affair with his long- 
time aide Jennifer Fitzgerald — a 
report he labelled “sleazy” and 
“a lie.” 

There are some apprehensions 
over a policy document, drafted 
by political manifesto or party 
platform writers, which moder- 
ates and conservatives alike said 
was wefl to the right of the party’s 
winning 1988 platform. 

A divisive and emotional de- 
bate over abortion in the plat- 
form committee led to the defeat 
of efforts to soften foe party’s 
1988 endorsement of a constitu- 
tional ban on abortion. 

This has prompted those who 
support women’s right to abor- 
tion to press for a debate on the 
issue at the convention. 

Boosting their case was Bar- 
bara Bush, who hours after the. 
platform’s completion broke 'a 1 
12-year silence on foe issue to say 
abortion should be left to person- 
al choice and not included in . foe 
platform — a contradiction of her - 
husband's stance. 

Further clouding the issue were - 
militants from tbe anti-abortion 
operation rescue who threatened, 
daily demonstrations in Houston 
throughout foe convention to 
keep pressure on foe party to 
m a in tain its opposition to abor- 
tion. 

Some republican moderates 
said they feared foe platform was 
too farto foe right to appeal to ■ 
foe middle-of-the-road voters 
that Mr. Bosh needs to win re- 


election. 

But Republican leaders said 
the policy document was valuable 
because it made dear the contrast 
between the views of the two 
parties and they predicted . it 
would appeal to middle Amer- 
icans. 

Meanwhile, Republicans may 
be scoring some political points 
by attacking Mr. Qinton's econo- 
mic programme, but political 
analysts say President George 
Bosh has yet to pot -forward a 
convincing plan of his own. 

‘T think fundamentally voters 
are saying they want change and 
that is based hugely bat not en- 
tirely on the status of the eco- 
nomy,” said Thomas Gallagher, 
political analyst for Sbearson 
Lehman Brothers Inc. 

“That is a difficult sentiment 
for foe White House to over- 
come,” ’ he added. '“Phaadent 
Bush has very few good options 
as. long as Voters waht change.” 

One option is to discredit the 
ecbuanriei 
Mr. Cfixtton, the 
candidate. 

Rfipubficans on the congres- 
sional Joint Economic Commit-' 
tee went to die attack last week 
charging that Mr. CSntoa's eco- 
nomy programme would increase 
taxes by $150 bfltionand cost 1.8 
million jobs in the first year. 

Democrats on foe same panel] 
accused Republicans of distorting 
Mr. Qinton’s programme miff ex- 
aggerating foe impact that taxes 
have on jobs. 

They argued that Mr. Qinton's 


plan to 
bufldlns 



to invest $220 billion re- 
ig tbe nation’s infrastruc- 
ture would create thousands of 
new jobs. 

Mr. Bush is trying, to persuade 
voters they would face higher 
taxes and government spending 
under a Democratic administra- 
tion. 

“I think be wifi score some 
points simply because he is cast- 
■ ing some doubt on what really has 
been Mr. Qinton’s strength so 
far, his detailed economic prog- 
ramme,” Mr. Gallagher said. 

_ Mr. Blush is expected to outline 
his vision for the economy Thurs- 
day when be addresses the Re- 
publican convention in Houston. 

Incoming White House Chief 
of Staff James Baker, fa a depar- 
ture speech to tbe State Depart- 
ment, touched on foe economic 
themes Mr. Bush would follow in 

the campaign. : 

“We should build on the fhn- 
da meutak o f towe^tjutes, limits 
on government spending, greater 
‘^“Vcfowntifessi.econoniic re®. , 
tdation and more open trade that 
can unleash tremendous private 
initiative and growth,” be said. 

' But’Mr. Baker’s remarks also 
demonstrated the difficulty the 
^president — whether it is 

Mr. Bush or Mr. Groton win 

: have in frying to push the s hwkh 
economy forward. 

Meanwhfle, Mr. Quayle ^ 
have had trouble spelling potato 
*SJ^ I kjmblfcaiis ma y want 
him off foeir ticket, but he made 
a hit with George Gawthrop. 



Very rare dinosaur 
skeleton pulled 
out of ground 

CANON CITY, Colorado (R) — 
Army pilots used a helicopter 
Friday to pull the intact skeleton 
of a 140 billion year old dinosaur 
oat of the ground, unearthing 
what scientists called one of the 
best-preserved dinosaurs found. 
Technicians attached a 150-foot 
(45-metre) cable and rigging to 
the plaster-encased skeleton and 
raised it out of foe Colorado earth j 
where scientists found it a month : 
ago, carrying it nearly a mile (1.6 ! 

km) and setting it down in a j 
flatbed truck. “This is a very, ! 
very rare skeleton because tbe 
bones are still joined together,” j 
said Dan Grenard, project mana- < 
ger of tbe Garden Park Fossil i 
Area. Tbe skeleton is of a Stego- ! 
saunas, a plant-earing dinosaur | 
bearing two rows of bony plates j 
along its backbone and four large j 
spikes extending up from tbe end j 
of its fait “It is fofiy articulated, 
and may be the best skeleton ever 
found. Tbe skull is complete and 
intact, and the four spikes are still 
joined to the tail,” said Mr. Gre- 4 
nard. Teams of scientists encased ! 
the skeleton in plaster while h 
was still in the ground near this 
■town at foe foot of foe Rocky 
Mountains. Archaeologists from 
the Denver Museum of Natural 
History were looking for prehis- 
toric turtles when they found the 
skeleton. 

6 rescued from 
sinking boat 

CAPE MAY, New Jersey (AP) 

— Six men were rescued after a 
boat identified by the U.S. Coast 
Guard as the world's second- 
largest private sport fishing vessel 
sank about 100 miles (160 kms) 
-off the coast. Ken Scherf, 39, of 
Sydney, Australia, and Hfrair 
Hovnanian, a leader of foe i 
Armenian community in America 
and the owner of the vessel, were 
among those rescued. The men . 
drifted at sea in a life raft for four ’ 
hours before two Coast Guard 
helicopters noticed a beacon foe 
men were flashing about 4:30 
a.m. The men were not seriously 
injured and- refused medical 
treatment, said Petty Officer Jim 
Kraqse. A crew member noticed 
water pouring into foe “Lady 
Anna” shortly after midnight. 
Officer Krause said. “We don’t 
know what happened,” Officer 
Krause said. "They never had 
time to find out. It sank within 5 \ 
minutes.” f 


Bellyaching thief 
faces scalpel 

LISBON (R) — A surgeon’s' . 
knife awaits a Portuguese thief 
after three days of laxatives failed 
to shift a stolen gold chain from 
his stomach, the newspaper Pub- 
lico reported. Police caught the 
28-year-old man in tbe act of 
snatching the necklace from an 
old lady in Lisbon but were not 
quick enough to stop him swal- 
lowing foe evidence. But there 
was no hiding place once hospital 
X-rays were taken. Doctors say 
there is now no alternative but to 
open up his belly. 

Japan population 
hits 123 million 

TOKYO (R) — Japan’s popula- ’ 
tion was 123.59 million at the end - 
of March, up 0.35 per cent from a - 
year earlier, the Home Affairs 
Ministry said. The figures show* 
that more people are leaving ru- - 
ral areas and moving to big cities. ' 
The combined population of ’ 
Tokyo, Osaka and Nagoya, the* 
■biggest urban regions, grew 0.54 
per cent to 60.15 million. The' 
number of births in the 1991/92 
year was 122 million, up 11318* 
from a year before and the first 
increase since 1979. 

Police recover 
Polish woman’s 
missing thousands 

BANGKOK (R) - Thai police 
have arrested a taxi driver who' 
allegedly drove away with a bag ’ 
containing $150,000 while its 
owner was unloading her luggage . 
at a Bangkok hotel. Police said ’ 
Jey had recovered $135,000 of 
foe money belon ging to Polish 
j^SBCSSWomen, Jolanta Zamys- 
“wska, the Bangkok Post te- 
Parted. Ms. Zamyslowska told | 
ponce she had taken the taxi from j 
Bangkok's Don Muang Airport : 
on June 27 and was unloading her 
“8gage at a central city hotel 
when the car drove away with her ' 
hag- Police said foe driver. Boon- , 
fojeng Sukhontharat, fled with 
foe money to a southern village. 

had confessed to spending , 
.some of It on honse-bnihtioE ’• 


fnCDd ^.Koy Ngamdee. Both men 
were charged with theft 






